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Abstract:

The Arabic novel represents a fertile ground for the interplay between the referential
and the fictional. Here, the referent is not invoked as a static reality or an external
document, but rather reimagined and reconstructed through a creative lens that re-examines
established assumptions and proposes new representations of the self, the other, history,
and identity particularly in colonial and postcolonial contexts. Within this framework, Inak
AL-Afai (Embrace of Serpents) by Azzedine Jlaouji occupies a prominent place as a
narrative model that engages aesthetically and intellectually with the historical referent
without falling into the trap of mere documentation or reportage.

This study aims to explore how the referential and the fictional operate within the narrative
structure of Jlaouji’s novel, treating it as a literary model that rewrites local and national
history through an artistic and interpretive perspective. Rather than relying on the referent
as a fixed given, the novel reconfigures it within an imaginative framework governed by
narrative logic, symbolism, and displacement. This approach endows the text with an
interpretive dimension that transcends documentation, enabling a re-production of
meaning.

Keywords: referential, fictional, novel, history, narrative.
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