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Demographic Transformations and Settlement Policies in Algeria During the 

French Colonial Period  

افية وسياسات الاستيطان في الجزائر خلال فترة الاستعمار  التحولات الديمغر
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Abstract: 

This research addresses the demographic transformations in Algeria during the 

French colonial period (1830-1962) and the impact of settlement policies and forced 

migration on the social and cultural fabric of the country. The study relies on historical 

and social analysis of various references and demographic and statistical data, as well as 

testimonies and historical memories. The research highlights the long-term economic, 

social, and cultural impacts of these policies and the reshaping of Algerian national 

identity as a result of these changes. 

Keywords: Demographic Transformations; French Colonization; Algeria; Settlement 

Policies; Forced Migration. 

 

 :الملخص

ـــــات 0691-0321يخىــــــاوا بـــــــرا اللحــــــي الححـــــــوخت الديم سافيـــــــة ســــــ  ا   ا ـــــــس  ــــــ ا ف ـــــــر  الاســـــــحعماز ال سو ــــــ     ـــــاثار سياســ ( وثــ

واجحمـاو  ج موعـة مـً  الاسخيطان واله س  القسسية علـ  اليسـيالا الاجحمـاو  والفقـاس  للـل تم  عحمـد اللحـي علـ  ثحليـ  ثـازي  

المساجع واللياهات الديم سافية والإحصـا ية، ااضضـافة ى ـ  الاسخدـبات االدـباتات والـراسيات الحازيخيـةم  سـلا اللحـي ال ـو  

ـــة  ـــة الوفىيـــ ــــ ي  البويــ ـــة ىعـــــات  جدــ ــــر  السياســـــات واي يـــ ـــة كمـــــد لبــ ـــة والفقافيـــــة فويلـــ ــــ  الحــــــاثارات الاقحصـــــاتية والاجحماعيـــ علـ

 لبر  الححوختم ا   ا سية هخيجة

 ماله س  القسسية ؛سياسات الاسخيطان ؛ا   ا س ؛الاسحعماز ال سو    ؛الححوخت الديم سافية الكلمات المفتاحية:
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1. INTRODUCTION 

During the period of French colonial 

rule (1830–1962), Algeria underwent 

profound demographic and social 

transformations that brought about 

fundamental changes in the structure of 

Algerian society and left long-lasting 

effects. This period was marked by the 

large-scale migration of European settlers to 

Algeria, leading to significant shifts in the 

country’s demographic and cultural 

composition. These colonial policies were 

part of a comprehensive strategy aimed at 

exerting control over the territory and 

reshaping it in line with colonial interests. 

Examining these transformations is crucial 

to understanding the impact of settlement 

policies and forced migration on Algeria’s 

population distribution, as well as its social 

and cultural fabric. 

Throughout the 19th and early 20th 

centuries, Algeria experienced multiple 

waves of European migration and 

settlement, particularly from France, Italy, 

and Spain. These demographic shifts 

dramatically altered the dynamics of 

Algerian society, as European settlers came 

to constitute a significant proportion of the 

total population. This transformation had 

profound social, economic, and cultural 

implications, as European settlers gained 

control over agricultural lands and economic 

resources, while the indigenous population 

was subjected to policies of marginalization 

and exclusion. These changes were 

accompanied by efforts to impose French 

language and culture on Algerian society, 

posing substantial challenges to the 

preservation of national and cultural identity. 

The significance of this study lies in 

its focus on the profound impact of colonial 

policies on Algerian society. Demographic 

transformations are not merely changes in 

numerical figures; they shape identity, 

culture, economy, and social interactions. By 

examining these transformations, we can 

gain insight into how modern Algerian 

society was formed and how it was 

influenced by colonial policies. This 

research contributes to documenting 

Algeria’s social history and offers a deeper 

perspective on contemporary challenges 

faced by Algerian society, such as national 

identity issues and socio-political conflicts 

rooted in the colonial past. Additionally, the 

study provides a critical understanding of 

how colonialism influenced the construction 

of Algerian national identity and dismantled 

traditional social structures. 

This study seeks to explore the real 

motivations behind the settlement policies 

and forced migration implemented by the 

French authorities and their impact on 

Algeria’s social fabric. The research aims to 

address key questions such as: How was 

Algeria’s demographic composition 

reshaped by these policies? What are the 

long-term effects of these changes on 

national identity and socio-political 

conflicts? Furthermore, the study will 

critically analyze colonial policies to 

understand their lasting effects on Algerian 

society over time. 

The study adopts a historical, social, 

and systematic approach to analyzing 

demographic transformations in Algeria 

during French colonial rule. A variety of 

historical and literary sources, including 
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books and academic articles, will be utilized 

to examine the multiple dimensions of 

settlement policies and forced migration, as 

well as their long-term impact on Algerian 

society. The research will incorporate an 

analysis of demographic and statistical data 

from the period, alongside testimonies and 

historical accounts from the Algerian 

community at the time. Additionally, a 

critical approach will be employed to 

evaluate colonial policies and their effects 

on Algeria’s social and cultural structure. 

This study aims to analyze 

demographic transformations in Algeria 

during French colonial rule and to 

understand the impact of settlement policies 

and forced migration on the country’s social 

and cultural fabric. It seeks to highlight how 

these policies reshaped Algerian society and 

their long-term effects on national identity. 

Furthermore, the research aspires to provide 

a critical perspective for documenting 

Algeria’s social history and understanding 

the present-day challenges confronting 

Algerian society. 

The research plan begins with a 

general introduction to the topic and its 

significance. This is followed by a 

discussion of the policies implemented by 

the French authorities to transfer and settle 

European settlers and their impact on the 

indigenous population in the section 

―Settlement and Forced Migration Policies.‖ 

The long-term consequences of these 

policies on national identity and socio-

political conflicts will be examined in 

―Long-Term Effects.‖ Additionally, 

demographic changes resulting from forced 

migration policies will be analyzed in 

―Migration and Displacement,‖ while ethnic 

tensions and social structure transformations 

will be explored in ―Impact of 

Transformations on the Social Fabric.‖ 

Finally, general conclusions on demographic 

shifts and their impact on Algerian society 

will be presented in the ―Conclusion‖ 

section, along with a comprehensive list of 

sources and references used in the research. 

1. Settlement Policies and Forced 

Migration 

During the period of French colonial 

rule in Algeria (1830–1962), a range of 

policies were implemented to consolidate 

French control over both land and 

population. These policies included the 

large-scale settlement and relocation of 

European settlers to Algeria. The number of 

European settlers increased from a few 

thousand at the beginning of colonization to 

over one million by the mid-20th century, 

leading to structural changes in population 

distribution (Granjie, 1980). 

According to (Granjie, 1980), "the 

distribution of these settlers was not random; 

rather, it was meticulously planned to 

strengthen French control. European settlers 

were granted the most fertile agricultural 

lands and strategically located urban areas." 

The settlement locations were chosen based 

on their strategic significance and economic 

importance. Researcher (Granjie, 1980) 

states that these policies "were designed to 

reinforce the economic and political 

dominance of European settlers at the 

expense of indigenous Algerian farmers" 

(Granjie, 1980, p. 60). 

These settlement policies were 

accompanied by the forced displacement of 

the indigenous population from their 

agricultural lands, resulting in land 

dispossession and economic decline. 

Statistics estimate that over 500,000 

Algerians were displaced during the colonial 
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period. Researcher (Ben Brahim, 2005), in 

her book French Settlement in Algeria, 

asserts that "settlement policies were not 

arbitrary but rather part of a meticulously 

planned strategy aimed at achieving 

complete control over the country's 

economic and human resources" (Ben 

Brahim, 2005, p. 45). 

Forced displacement was 

systematically accompanied by efforts to 

impose French culture and language on 

Algerian society. French schools and 

institutions promoted the French language 

while weakening the use of Arabic, leading 

to significant changes in the cultural 

structure of Algerian society. Ben Brahim 

noted that these policies "aimed to create a 

population loyal to the occupier while 

eroding Algerian national identity" (Ben 

Brahim, 2005, p. 50). 

According to (Smith, 1991), colonial 

settlement policies also involved the 

establishment of infrastructure to support 

settlers, including roads, schools, and 

hospitals—services that were often 

inaccessible to the indigenous population 

(Smith, 1991). He further noted that these 

policies led to a deterioration in the living 

conditions of the indigenous Algerians, as 

economic resources were diverted to meet 

the needs of the settlers. 

The Algerian researcher (Ghazil, 

2010) states that "these policies led to the 

depletion of Algeria’s natural and human 

resources in favor of European settlers, 

resulting in the impoverishment of Algerian 

society and an increase in colonial 

oppression" (Ghazil, 2010, p. 78). It is 

estimated that the unemployment rate 

among the indigenous population rose 

significantly due to the loss of land and 

resources, leading to widespread poverty 

and misery among them. 

In her book Settlement and Migration 

in Algeria, researcher (Sharaf, 2017) notes 

that "women and children were among the 

most affected groups by settlement policies, 

as they were displaced from their villages 

and agricultural lands without fair 

compensation and were forced to live in 

harsh conditions on the urban peripheries" 

(Sharaf, 2017, p. 112). 

Statistics indicate that by 1872, 

European settlers made up 10% of Algeria’s 

total population. However, they maintained 

full control over key administrative and 

economic positions. Researcher (Maamri, 

1990), in his study The Social Fabric in 

Colonial Algeria, explains that "the gap 

between the indigenous population and 

European settlers widened over time, 

leading to the fragmentation of the social 

fabric and the exacerbation of ethnic 

tensions" (Maamri, 1990, p. 67). 

Additionally, (Kaufman, 1962), in his 

study Colonialism and Migration, 

documents that "the French authorities used 

cultural and religious arguments to justify 

their settlement policies, claiming that the 

relocation of European settlers to Algeria 

was part of a civilizing mission aimed at 

spreading culture and progress" (Kaufman, 

1962, p. 124). 

Beyond demographic effects, these 

policies had profound economic 

consequences. The concentration of 

European settlers in fertile agricultural areas 

resulted in the accumulation of wealth and 

resources in their hands, marginalizing the 

indigenous population and further deepening 

economic and social disparities between the 

two groups. Researcher (Smith, 1991) 

affirmed that "the purpose of these 
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settlement policies was to create an 

economic system that overwhelmingly 

favored European settlers at the expense of 

the indigenous population" (Smith, 1991, p. 

78). 

These policies were not limited to 

displacement and settlement alone; they 

were also accompanied by repressive 

measures aimed at crushing any form of 

resistance. The French authorities employed 

military force to eliminate Algerian 

resistance movements and ensure the 

stability of European settlers. Researcher 

(Roberts, 1993) points out that "military 

repression was an integral part of settlement 

policies, as the French authorities did not 

hesitate to use violence to maintain control" 

(Roberts, 1993, p. 102). 

Census data from 1960 indicates that 

over 1.2 million Europeans were living in 

Algeria at that time, meaning that European 

settlers comprised approximately 10% of the 

total population. However, this significant 

European presence had a detrimental impact 

on the indigenous population, as they were 

displaced from their fertile agricultural lands 

and relocated to less productive areas, 

exacerbating their economic and social 

hardship (Granjie, 1980). 

Furthermore, European settlement in 

Algeria led to a transformation in the social 

structure of the society. Colonial policies 

aimed to strengthen French control by 

distributing land and economic resources in 

a way that favored European settlers at the 

expense of the indigenous population. 

Researcher (Ghazil, 2010) states that "these 

policies led to the depletion of Algeria’s 

natural and human resources in favor of 

European settlers, resulting in the 

impoverishment of Algerian society and the 

intensification of colonial oppression" 

(Ghazil, 2010, p. 78). 

Census data from 1960 reiterates that 

over 1.2 million Europeans were residing in 

Algeria, making up about 10% of the total 

population. However, this large European 

presence had severe consequences for the 

indigenous population, who were forcibly 

displaced from their fertile lands and 

relocated to lower-quality areas, deepening 

their economic and social suffering (Granjie, 

1980). (Amnesty International, 1958) 

estimated that nearly 60% of the indigenous 

population suffered from extreme poverty 

due to forced displacement policies. 

Additionally, the educational policies 

imposed by the French administration 

played a significant role in altering the 

cultural identity of Algerian society. These 

policies sought to impose the French 

language and culture at the expense of 

Arabic language and heritage, leading to the 

erosion of Algerian national identity. 

Researcher (Ben Brahim, 2005) describes 

these policies as "part of a carefully 

orchestrated plan aimed at creating a 

population loyal to the occupier while 

weakening Algerian national identity" (Ben 

Brahim, 2005, p. 50). 

Additionally, researchers have 

documented that repressive policies were an 

integral part of the settlement strategies. The 

French authorities employed military force 

to suppress Algerian resistance movements 

and ensure the stability of European settlers. 

Researcher (Roberts, 1993) states that 

"military repression was an essential 

component of settlement policies, as the 

French authorities did not hesitate to use 

violence to maintain their control" (Roberts, 

1993, p. 102). 

Researcher (Sharaf, 2017) highlights 
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that "women and children were among the 

most affected by settlement policies, as they 

were forcibly displaced from their villages 

and agricultural lands without fair 

compensation and were forced to live in 

harsh conditions on the urban peripheries" 

(Sharaf, 2017, p. 112). 

Ultimately, the effects of settlement 

policies were not confined to the colonial 

era alone; their consequences have 

continued to shape Algerian national identity 

and society to this day. This research 

provides a comprehensive analysis of how 

settlement and forced migration policies 

have influenced Algeria, shedding light on 

contemporary challenges such as issues of 

national identity and deep-rooted social and 

political conflicts (Smith, 1991). 

In sum, settlement and forced 

migration policies significantly disrupted 

Algeria’s demographic, social, and cultural 

fabric, necessitating an in-depth examination 

of their long-term impact on Algerian 

society. 

3. The Long-Term Impact of Migration 

and Settlement Policies 

This section examines the enduring 

effects of these transformations on Algerian 

national identity and the social and political 

conflicts that emerged as a result. It aims to 

provide a critical analytical perspective on 

how systematic colonial policies dismantled 

traditional social structures and reshaped the 

collective identity of the Algerian people. 

According to researcher (Ben Brahim, 

2005), the settlement policies implemented 

by the French authorities were not merely 

administrative measures; they had profound 

social and cultural dimensions. In her book 

French Settlement in Algeria, (Ben Brahim, 

2005) asserts that "the settlement policy 

aimed to create a new settler society loyal to 

the occupier" (Ben Brahim, 2005, p. 23). 

These policies radically altered the 

demographic composition, with European 

settlers becoming a significant proportion of 

the total population in certain regions. 

Studies indicate that the social impact 

of these policies was substantial. Researcher 

(Maamri, 1990) points out that "the gap 

between the indigenous population and 

European settlers widened over time, 

leading to the fragmentation of the social 

fabric and the intensification of ethnic 

tensions" (Maamri, 1990, p. 67). This divide 

was exacerbated by the systematic 

discrimination imposed by the French 

authorities against the indigenous 

population, reinforcing a sense of alienation 

and social division between the two groups. 

From an economic perspective, 

researcher (Smith, 1991), in his study 

Colonialism and Infrastructure, states that 

"the establishment of infrastructure to 

support European settlers, such as roads, 

schools, and hospitals, came at the expense 

of the indigenous population, leading to a 

deterioration in their living conditions" 

(Smith, 1991). This economic disparity was 

not limited to infrastructure but also 

extended to the distribution of resources and 

agricultural land, as European settlers were 

granted the most fertile lands and 

strategically significant urban areas. 

In another study, researcher (Kaufman, 

1962) notes that "the French authorities used 

cultural and religious justifications to 

legitimize their settlement policies, claiming 

that the relocation of European settlers to 

Algeria was part of a civilizing mission 

aimed at spreading culture and progress" 

(Kaufman, 1962, p. 124). These 
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justifications were employed to rationalize 

the military and political repression imposed 

on the indigenous population, thereby 

reinforcing colonial dominance and 

strengthening French control. 

Researcher (Sharaf, 2017) explains 

that "women and children were among the 

most affected groups by settlement policies, 

as they were forcibly displaced from their 

villages and agricultural lands without fair 

compensation and were forced to live in 

harsh conditions on the urban peripheries" 

(Sharaf, 2017, p. 112). These dire conditions 

exacerbated poverty among displaced 

communities and contributed to the 

deterioration of their health and educational 

standards. 

Researcher (Ghazil, 2010) states that 

"these policies led to the depletion of 

Algeria’s natural and human resources in 

favor of European settlers, resulting in the 

impoverishment of Algerian society and an 

increase in colonial oppression" (Ghazil, 

2010, p. 78). It is estimated that the 

unemployment rate among the indigenous 

population rose significantly due to the loss 

of land and resources, leading to widespread 

poverty and misery. 

Beyond demographic effects, these 

policies had profound economic 

consequences. The concentration of 

European settlers in fertile agricultural 

regions led to the accumulation of wealth 

and resources in their hands, further 

marginalizing the indigenous population and 

deepening the economic and social divide 

between the two groups. Researcher (Smith, 

1991) affirmed that "the objective of these 

settlement policies was to create an 

economic system that overwhelmingly 

favored European settlers at the expense of 

the indigenous population" (Smith, 1991, p. 

78). 

Statistics indicate that by 1872, 

European settlers constituted 10% of 

Algeria’s total population. However, despite 

their relatively small proportion, they held 

complete control over key administrative 

and economic positions. In his study The 

Social Fabric in Colonial Algeria, 

researcher Mouloud Maamri explains that 

"the gap between the indigenous population 

and European settlers widened over time, 

leading to the fragmentation of the social 

fabric and the intensification of ethnic 

tensions" (Maamri, 1990, p. 67). 

Ultimately, settlement and forced 

migration policies significantly disrupted 

Algeria’s demographic, social, and cultural 

composition. This necessitates an in-depth 

analysis to assess the long-term impact of 

these policies on Algerian society and to 

understand the contemporary challenges 

facing Algeria, including issues of national 

identity, belonging, and deeply rooted social 

and political conflicts. Researcher Roberts 

states that "the economic and social 

disparity created by settlement policies 

continues to affect Algerian society to this 

day" (Roberts, 1993, p. 102). 

4. The Impact of Transformations on the 

Social Fabric 

The demographic shifts that occurred 

in Algeria during French colonial rule had 

profound effects on the social fabric. In his 

study The Social Fabric in Colonial Algeria, 

researcher Mouloud Maamri explains that 

"the gap between the indigenous population 

and European settlers widened over time, 

leading to the fragmentation of the social 

fabric and the intensification of ethnic 

tensions" (Maamri, 1990, p. 67). 
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Settlement and forced migration 

policies led to a redistribution of the 

population in ways that disrupted traditional 

social relations. Researcher (Ghazil, 2010) 

notes that "these policies destroyed 

traditional social structures and caused 

radical changes in population distribution, 

leaving behind a fragmented and divided 

society suffering from tensions and 

divisions" (Ghazil, 2010, p. 78). 

Additionally, researcher (Sharaf, 2017) 

highlights that "the most vulnerable groups, 

such as women and children, were 

particularly affected by these policies," 

explaining that "forced displacement 

resulted in the loss of traditional social ties 

and forced individuals to adapt to new and 

difficult living conditions" (Sharaf, 2017, p. 

112). 

Statistics indicate that these policies 

affected not only social structures but also 

the economic foundation of Algerian society. 

European settlers took control of fertile 

agricultural lands and strategic locations, 

marginalizing the indigenous population and 

deepening poverty and destitution among 

them. In his study Colonial Infrastructure, 

researcher (Smith, 1991) states that 

"economic discrimination in resource 

distribution fueled the gap between the two 

groups, leaving the indigenous population 

struggling for survival under harsh living 

conditions" (Smith, 1991, p. 78). 

Furthermore, researcher (Kaufman, 

1962) asserts that "the ethnic and social 

conflicts that resulted from these policies 

had long-term consequences," explaining 

that "the French authorities used internal 

conflicts as a means to solidify their control 

and prevent the formation of a unified 

resistance front" (Kaufman, 1962, p. 124). 

Additionally, the educational policies 

imposed by the French administration 

played a significant role in reshaping 

Algeria’s cultural identity. These policies 

aimed to enforce the French language and 

culture at the expense of Arabic, leading to 

the erosion of Algerian national identity. 

Researcher (Ben Brahim, 2005) describes 

these policies as "part of a meticulously 

crafted plan designed to create a society 

loyal to the occupier while weakening 

Algerian national identity" (Ben Brahim, 

2005, p. 50). 

Researcher (Roberts, 1993) highlights 

that the persistent social and economic 

divide has had detrimental effects on 

education and healthcare among the 

indigenous population. In this context, 

studies indicate that illiteracy and disease 

rates were significantly higher among 

displaced communities compared to 

European settlers. Researcher (Ghazil, 2010) 

states that "these policies led to the depletion 

of Algeria’s natural and human resources in 

favor of European settlers, resulting in the 

impoverishment of Algerian society and the 

intensification of colonial oppression" 

(Ghazil, 2010, p. 78). It is estimated that the 

unemployment rate among the indigenous 

population rose significantly due to the loss 

of land and resources, leading to widespread 

poverty and hardship. 

A 1958 report by (Amnesty 

International, 1958) states that "the ethnic 

tensions caused by these settlement policies 

contributed to long-term social divisions" 

(Amnesty International, 1958). The report 

further explains that "living conditions in 

displacement camps were harsh and 

inhumane, with displaced populations 

suffering from a severe lack of basic 

services and food supplies" (Amnesty 

International, 1958). These difficult 



DIRASAT WA ABHATH Review  THE ARABIC JOURNAL OF HUMAN AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Volume: 17 /  N°: 02                                                                        ISSN: 1112-9751 / EISSN: 2253-0363       

 ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
522 

 

conditions led to the collapse of the social 

fabric and exacerbated tensions among 

different communities in Algeria. 

A recent study conducted in 2005 

indicates that "the long-term effects of these 

policies remain evident in Algeria today, as 

the society continues to struggle with 

divisions and tensions rooted in settlement 

and forced displacement policies" (Ben 

Brahim, 2005, p. 55). Researchers estimate 

that "rebuilding Algeria’s social fabric 

requires substantial efforts to understand and 

address the historical wounds inflicted by 

colonial policies" (Smith, 1991, p. 85). 

Overall, settlement and forced 

migration policies radically transformed the 

social and cultural structure of Algerian 

society, creating significant challenges that 

continue to impact Algeria’s social and 

political landscape today. 

5. CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, it is evident that during 

the period of French colonial rule, Algeria 

experienced profound demographic 

transformations and settlement policies, 

along with forced migration, which had 

long-lasting effects on the country's social 

and cultural fabric. This study has 

highlighted the impact of these policies on 

both the indigenous population and 

European settlers, demonstrating how they 

led to the fragmentation of Algerian society 

and the deepening of economic, social, and 

political disparities. 

 

Various studies have shown that the 

imposition of French language and culture 

was part of a broader strategy to reshape 

Algerian national identity, creating 

significant challenges in preserving the 

country’s heritage and indigenous culture. 

The gap between the indigenous population 

and European settlers, exacerbated by 

systematic discrimination and economic 

policies, continues to affect Algerian society 

today by reinforcing social divisions and 

fueling ethnic and political conflicts. 

Furthermore, the analysis has revealed 

that the educational policies enforced by the 

French administration aimed to create a 

population loyal to the occupier while 

weakening Algerian national identity. This 

lasting impact extends to contemporary 

challenges faced by Algerian society, 

including issues of identity, belonging, and 

deeply rooted social conflicts. 

It is essential to recognize that the 

demographic transformations and colonial 

policies implemented in Algeria were not 

merely superficial changes; rather, they had 

deep-rooted and far-reaching consequences 

that continue to influence various aspects of 

social, economic, and cultural life. 

Addressing these impacts requires a 

comprehensive approach that considers both 

the historical and contemporary dimensions 

of these transformations. 

Overall, settlement policies and forced 

migration radically transformed the social 

and cultural structure of Algerian society. 

These ongoing challenges require 

continuous efforts to understand and address 

the divisions resulting from colonial rule 

while reinforcing national identity. By 

drawing lessons from history, Algeria can 

work towards building a more unified and 

stable future. 

It is important to recognize that 

analyzing the multifaceted impact of 

colonial policies necessitates a 

comprehensive examination of their 



DIRASAT WA ABHATH Review  THE ARABIC JOURNAL OF HUMAN AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Volume: 17 /  N°: 02                                                                        ISSN: 1112-9751 / EISSN: 2253-0363       

 ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
522 

 

economic, social, and cultural dimensions. 

The segregation and discrimination 

experienced by the Algerian people during 

the colonial period contributed to the 

emergence of new social structures that 

significantly influenced the course of 

Algeria’s modern history. A deep 

understanding of these effects can help 

shape contemporary policies that promote 

social cohesion and sustainable 

development. 

Based on this study, policymakers can 

consider recommendations to enhance social 

justice and equality through measures that 

support balanced development and 

strengthen social cohesion. Additionally, 

expanding educational programs and 

awareness initiatives for future generations 

is crucial to ensuring a profound 

understanding of history, enabling them to 

contribute to building a more just and 

tolerant society. 

Ultimately, this research aims to 

provide a critical and in-depth understanding 

of the impact of colonial policies on 

Algerian society while emphasizing the 

critical importance of studying history to 

comprehend present challenges and develop 

future solutions that foster national unity and 

restore Algeria’s social fabric. Reclaiming 

national identity and achieving social justice 

require collective efforts to understand and 

address the historical wounds left by French 

colonial rule. 

In conclusion, the lessons learned 

from the colonial period must be taken 

seriously to prevent the recurrence of 

history’s darkest chapters. Strengthening 

social justice and acknowledging historical 

grievances are essential steps toward 

building a more cohesive and equitable 

Algerian society. 
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