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Abstract

This paper deals with the indirect speech verbs as one of the concepts of the pragmatic study
that focuses on discourse analysis and interpretation of connotations and interpretations. It seeks
to approach the utterances that consisted in indirect speech verbs, and highlight their
performative power from a pragmatic linguistic perspective on a new type of texts, namely the
text of the detective novel "Last Night Pulses” of the novelist Nassima BOULOUFA. The study
concluded that indirect speech verbs appeared frequently in the novel, with various purposes that
created a possibility for different interpretations and led to the gradual disclosure of information.
Keywords : Pragmatics; Indirect Speech Verb; Literal Performative Force; Implicit
Performative Force.
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