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Abstract:

In contemporary literary discourse analysis, argumentation has gained significant
importance across various genres such as prose, poetry, and narrative. Debates serve as fertile
grounds where diverse forms, mechanisms, and techniques of argumentation emerge, rooted in
fundamental principles of conflict, divergence, dialogue, and argument exchange. This study
delves into the hierarchical structure of arguments, focusing on the Hierarchical Argumentation
(HA) framework, specifically observed in al-Amidi’s al-Muazanah (The Balance) (d. 370 AH),
titled “Thtijaj al-Khasmayn” (The Argumentation of the Two Opponents). This debate presents
an imaginary discourse embodying the conflict between ancient Arabic poetry advocated by al-
Buhturi’s supporters and modern poetry defended by Abu Tammam’s adherents, as
conceptualized and articulated by al-Amidi, drawing from both parties’ perspectives. The study
meticulously examines the HA framework employed by al-Amidi, elucidating its cognitive
impact on the audience.

Keywords: Debate, Argumentative Structure, Hierarchical Argumentation (HA), Ihtijaj al-
Khasmayn, al-Muazanah, al-Amidi.
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