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Abstract:

The relationship between religion and the state has created an important matter in the
Ottoman thought. Religion, as a matter of fact, played a fundamental role in the rise of the
Ottoman state and its political and civic development. This latter made the Ottoman
thinkers, insist on the unity of state and religion. However, at the time of weakness of the
Ottoman state, religion, for some, has become one of the reasons of its stagnation and
backwardness. They were comparing themselves with Europe for being able to rise and
flourish when it cut ties with religion and adopted Secularism.
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