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Abstract:

The novel "The Grand Bazaar" underscores the critical role of fictional
characters in constructing the narrative framework and propelling its plot.
The author, Ahmed Menour, employs a diverse array of characters—primary,
secondary, and marginal—each fulfilling a specific function in advancing the
narrative and elucidating its social and psychological dimensions. These
characters serve to imbue the text with realism by portraying various human
relationships and their concomitant emotions, including love, sacrifice,
betrayal, ambition, and fear. This portrayal occurs within a social context that
accurately reflects the nature of the period in which the events unfold.

Furthermore, the study demonstrates that the author successfully
endows his characters with psychological, social, and physical dimensions,
rendering them highly dynamic and firmly grounded in reality. While certain
characters embody the values of affection, loyalty, and solidarity, others
personify greed, violence, and opportunism. Through this character diversity,
the novelist constructs a cohesive narrative world that articulates societal
issues and transformations. Ultimately, this affirms that the fictional
character is by no means a peripheral element in a literary work, but rather a
fundamental medium for conveying ideas and materializing the novel's
artistic vision.

Keywords: Al-Bazaar Novel, secondary characters, marginal characters,
narrative.
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