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Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in Waciny Laredj’s Novel: A Study of the Dialectics
of History and Fiction in ""The Book of the Emir: Paths of the Iron Gates."
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Abstract: This study aims to highlight the "textual thresholds"” or "paratext” in the novel
The Book of the Emir by the Algerian novelist Waciny Laredj, considering them strategic
zones that unlock the text and guide the act of reading. The study relies on the semiotic
approach and the theories of "Gérard Genette" to analyze the cover structure, main and sub-
titles, and the pedagogical entries (the Wagifates and the Admiralty). The research concludes
that Laredj intelligently employed textual thresholds to deconstruct the historical stereotype
of Emir Abdelkader, transforming it from a rigid "official history" into a deeply human
"romanesque fiction." Furthermore, the study reveals a profound intertextuality between the
title and the works of "Machiavelli* and "Al-Niffari,” and examines how the cover's
iconography (The Iron Gates passage) links geopolitics to the tragic trajectory of the
protagonist.
Keywords: Textual Thresholds, Semiotics of the Title, Waciny Laredj, Emir Abdelkader,

Paratext, Historical Imaginary.
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