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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of acquiring rhetorical competence on deepening the
understanding of the Qur’an’s inimitability (i°jaz). It explores the close relationship between
a scholar’s rhetorical formation and their ability to appreciate Qur’anic stylistic features and
grasp their profound meanings. The research adopts an analytical method and arrives at
several key findings. Most notably, it concludes that rhetorical competence constitutes both
an epistemological and methodological prerequisite for understanding the Qur’anic
inimitability; that the perception of i‘jaz is inherently relative, varying according to the
degree of one’s rhetorical mastery and linguistic sensibility; and that the Qur’an’s
inimitability ultimately transcends exhaustive explanation or definitive categorization,
remaining, in its essence, an ever-renewed aesthetic experience shaped by the act of
reception.

Keywords: Rhetorical faculty, the miraculous nature of the Qur’an, aesthetic appreciation,
meaning (semantics), stylistic features.
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