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Abstract:

This paper focuses on the concept of branching meaning in digital
literature within the framework of interconnected textual structures and readerly
interaction. It argues that digital texts are based on decentralized and interactive
structures that disrupt narrative linearity and open up numerous interpretive
possibilities shaped by individual reading paths. Findings reveal that digital
meaning is not a fixed, pre-reading given, but rather a continuously negotiated
act enabled by hyperlinks according to each reader’s path. The study further
demonstrates that textual gaps find their material embodiment in hyperlinks,
generating the Wreader model, a fusion of reading and writing, transforming the
reader from a passive recipient into an active co-editor of the text, in clear
convergence with reception theory.

The research ultimately opens onto the horizon of the algorithmic reader,
raising fundamental questions about the future of aesthetic experience.
Keywords: Branching Meaning; Digital Literature; Readerly Interaction;
Reception Theory; Algorithmic Reader.
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