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Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of learner silence in Arabic conversation classes for
non-native speakers—a phenomenon that is often misunderstood in classroom settings. It is
frequently interpreted as a sign of weakness or lack of understanding, whereas it may, in
many cases, reflect a complex interplay of cognitive and psychological factors. The
significance of this study lies in its effort to shed light on silence as an intentional linguistic
behavior rather than merely the absence of speech. It calls for a reassessment of how
teachers perceive and respond to learner silence in the context of teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers.

The study aims to: Analyze the motivations behind learner silence in conversational
situations, particularly distinguishing between silence stemming from language anxiety.
Identify the factors influencing silence, including cultural background... Propose
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pedagogical strategies that take this silence into account and transform it into a supportive
learning tool rather than treating it as an obstacle.

The study adopts a qualitative analytical approach, relying on classroom observation of real
conversation lessons, analysis of classroom interactions, and interviews with both learners
and teachers. It also proposes a set of practical strategies, such as extending wait time,
incorporating constructive silence into lesson design, providing preparatory training for
spontaneous expression, and adopting a ‘“slow conversation” approach that aligns with
learners’ cognitive pacing. The study concludes that understanding and analyzing silence is
not only a gateway to uncovering linguistic challenges but also an opportunity to develop
more flexible and inclusive teaching practices. These practices recognize individual
differences in language processing and offer learners a safe space for expression.

Keywords: Silence; Conversation; Language Anxiety; Thinking.
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