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Interculturalism, Dissecting the concept, and exploring its mechanism and domains
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Abstract:

The term acculturationis closely tied to the concept of culture, referring to the cultural
blending between two or more societies on various levels— most notably in literature,
criticism, and language. This interaction may occur intentionally or unintentionally. In this
research paper, we aim first to define the concept of interculturalism (al-muthaqafa), trace
the early beginnings of this phenomenon, and outline the key historical phases it has
undergone. We also seek to clarify its types and mechanisms, and finally, its fields of
application and conditions for occurrence.

It is important to emphasize that interculturalism is not merely aprocess of cultural
exchange or hybridization; rather, it is a dynami c reformation of identities and
representations. Its significance lies in fostering dialogue among cultures, aiming to build an
integrated human society free of tension and hostility, and to construct a coherent cultural
structure—one that is self-aware, knowledgeable of others’ ideas, and capable of either
adopting or rejecting them in accordance with the constants of its identity and the hallmarks

of its uniqueness and belonging.
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