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Abstract:

Robbe-Grillet had not spoken about what could be
considered a theory of the novel until after the debate about his
first novel, “The Erasers,” had heated up. This book’s presence
was established at a time when literary scholars and lovers were
acknowledging that the glow of the novel had actually begun to
wane. Robbe-Grillet’s voice rose to emphasize the necessity of the
disappearance of the old so that the horizon could expand with a
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new form of the novel. At a time when Michel Butor was looking
at things through his phenomenological concept and the constant
movement and change of the latter, Robbe-Grillet was boldly
announcing that man had done nothing up until now except project
his soul, emotions, hopes, and fears onto things, which causes the
latter to lose all their personality and being. In Robbe-Grillet’s
view, things have an existence completely independent of man,
and this is the cornerstone of his theoretical vision.

Keywords: The New Novel, Alain Robbe-Grillet, The New Man,
Modernity.
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