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Social and Cultural Transformations and Their Role in Building the Trajectories of
Women Entrepreneurs in Algeria: A Sociological Reading of the Determinants of
Economic Activity
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Abstract:

This study analyzes the impact of the social and cultural transformations that Algerian
society has undergone over the past decades on the emergence of women entrepreneurs and
the shaping of their economic trajectories. With the expansion of education, changes in
lifestyles, and the increasing participation of women in the public sphere, a new category of
women seeking economic empowerment through private entrepreneurship has emerged. The
study assumes that social and cultural origins, family-based social capital, and accumulated
professional experience are among the most influential factors in shaping women’s
decisions regarding the type of economic activity and investment fields. Using a case study
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approach, in-depth interviews were conducted with a sample of women entrepreneurs in the
Wilaya of Tizi Ouzou to explore patterns of interaction between structural and contextual
factors and to identify the challenges faced by women within an economic environment still
shaped by traditional gender norms. The study concludes that women’s entrepreneurial
pathways are closely tied to their social and cultural resources and to their ability to
negotiate their roles within family and community settings, despite persistent obstacles
related to bureaucracy, social customs, and financing.

Keywords: Women entrepreneurs; social transformations; cultural capital; economic
activity; social capital.
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