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Abstract:

Saint Augustine is considered one of the most prominent
intellectual figures in the history of ancient Maghreb, with his
numerous works, counted by the hundreds, still rich and
influential in churches and libraries to this day. In these
studies, we examined the life of Augustine and some of his
most significant intellectual works, focusing on his book
"Confessions"” to identify the foundations and pillars upon
which marriage in ancient Maghreb was based. By presenting
marriage as a fundamental aspect of social life, Augustine
offers a unique perspective on this topic.

It is noted that the topic of marriage has not been widely
addressed in Arabic studies compared to foreign ones.
Therefore, | sought to provide a comprehensive historical
context for the evolution of the concept of marriage according
to Augustine's view. This study reviewed the various
definitions of marriage presented by Augustine, reflecting his
intellectual transformations until his establishment in
Christianity. The topic of engagement was also addressed
based on the models mentioned in "Confessions," in addition
to discussing the pillars of marriage such as the age of
marriage, mixed marriages, and others. In conclusion, |
touched upon the phenomenon of concubinage as a factor that
limited the spread of marriage and led to its decline.
Keywords: Marriage, Augustine, Confessions, Ancient
Maghreb, Engagement, Concubinage.
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