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Abstract:

Before it was recognized as the official religion of the
Byzantine Empire during the reign of Emperor Constantine
the Great (324-337 AD), under the Edict of Milan in 313 AD,
the Christian religion faced multiple woes and crises that
prompted its adherents to move outside its borders, as
Christians found a foothold in Persia, some of whose kings
showed tolerance for... Christians. Rather, the matter
expanded to include the conversion of large numbers of
Persians to the Christian religion from the new arrivals, and
Christian churches were established that practiced their
rituals in the Persian language, as a result of which Christian
communities spread throughout most of Persia. The
prosperity enjoyed by the Christians in Persia did not last
long, as many factors soon interfered to cause their
persecution by the Persian government, the most prominent
of which was the political factor, as this period was
characterized by tension in Byzantine-Persian relations and
the consideration of Christians as spies on behalf of the
Byzantines, especially after the recognition of Christianity as
the official religion of the Byzantine state.

| advance. The period of the Persian ruler Shapur II
(309-379 AD) was considered the most ferocious and cruel
period of persecution against Christians, as the Sassanian
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state exerted various pressures to try to push them to abandon
Christianity, whether by imposing double taxes, closing
churches, or confiscating private property, and its conclusion
was the subject of our discussion, the Arbaeen persecution,
which lasted for forty years (339). -379 AD) Many Christian
clergy were killed, in addition to the demolition of churches
and monasteries. We will attempt in our research to explain
the circumstances that paved the way for the Arbaeen
persecution and its harsh consequences against adherents of
the Christian religion and the resulting collapse of the
religious system that this minority enjoyed in Persian society.
Keywords: Christianity - Sabor Il - Fortieth persecution -
Church - Constantine the Great
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