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Abstract: Many French orientalists focused their attention on the

history and past of Algeria, wishing them to tighten control and
obliterate the identity of the Algerians, and to annex them to
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France. Réne Basset was among those specialized orientalists,
who were recruited for the task of studying the history of the
Algerian people from the opposite of history, through the ancient
period and what followed, up to the period of their colonization
of Algeria and even after independence. Réne Basset, for his
part, focused remarkably on studying the history of the Berbers,
which attracted him remarkably, whether it was related to their
language, dialects, or religion, since he set foot in Algeria,
especially with his assumption of the chair of the Faculty of Arts
in Algeria, as well as the help that his students and colleagues
gave him. Especially the Arabs among them, as well as those
who were proficient among them in the Tamazight language, so
his scientific production in the field of Orientalism continued for
nearly forty years. He rendered these studies a great service to
the French colonialists, who played on the strings of identity, to
perpetuate the policy of segregation among the Algerian people.
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