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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the impact of social media on tourists’ visitation decisions to
desert destinations, considering visit intention as a mediating variable. The study focuses
on four main dimensions: information credibility, information availability, advertising
message content, and interaction and engagement, highlighting their importance in
enhancing tourists’ knowledge of desert destinations and promoting their participation
and digital engagement. Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) was used to analyze the
overall model, and data were examined using SPSS and AMOS to test the hypotheses.
Results indicate that all dimensions positively influence visit intention, which in turn
significantly affects visitation decisions. Visit intention acts as a full mediator in some
relationships and a partial mediator in others, emphasizing the critical role of social media
in shaping tourist behavior toward desert destinations.

Keywords: Information Availability; Information Credibility; Advertising Message
Content; Interaction and Engagement; Visit Intention; Visitation Decision; Desert
Tourism.
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