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Decentralization and local Development : limits of the relationship and
ways to activate it
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Abstract :

The relationship between decentralization and local development is complex and
multifaceted, which calls for research into the limits of this relationship. Although
decentralization as a mode of governance theoretically contributes to the promotion of
local development, the reality in Algeria and most countries on the path of development
has revealed many obstacles to the effectiveness of decentralization; the imbalances that
local communities face at several levels make local development an unattainable goal,
which requires the activation of some mechanisms, such as local governance,
strengthening the powers of local elected officials, eliminating disparities caused by the
nature of the different regions, and other measures that would fulfill this urgent societal
demand.

Key Words: Decentralization; local development; Local authorities; local governance;
Regional disparities.
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