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Accounting Audit Between Inherent Shortcomings and the Constraints

Imposed by Changes in the Work Environment: Opinions of a Sample of
Academics and Practitioners in Algeria
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Abstract: In this research, we aimed to identify the factors that may influence the auditing
process in general, and its outcomes in particular, which prevent the achievement of its
intended objectives. To address the topic, we prepared a questionnaire that was distributed
to a group of professionals and academics specializing in accounting and auditing at the
national level. Among the key findings, we discovered that the accounting audit process
and its outcomes are influenced by several factors, the most significant of which are the
human element, represented by the practitioners of the profession and their degree of
independence and objectivity, the nature of the auditing procedures, and the nature of the
data and evidence upon which the auditor bases their opinion. The accounting audit
profession has received significant attention since its inception. However, continuous
efforts must be made to develop it to keep pace with the changes occurring in the
economic environment and to meet the increasing demands of the public.

Key Words: accounting audit; auditor; auditor independence; expectation gap; creative
accounting.
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