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Abstract:

The integration of students with disabilities into mainstream schools is a complex issue that presents
both potential benefits and challenges. On one hand, mainstream integration can promote inclusion,
acceptance, and foster understanding among students, reducing stigma and discrimination. It provides
opportunities for social and emotional development, peer interaction, and the acquisition of skills essential
for adulthood and independent living. Additionally, it offers access to the same curriculum, educational
resources, and diverse learning environments, potentially enhancing academic opportunities and
achievement. On the other hand, mainstream integration may also face challenges such as the lack of
specialized support, resources, and accommodations in mainstream classrooms, potentially hindering the
learning and development of students with disabilities. There is also the potential for stigma, discrimination,
and social isolation, as well as academic challenges and underachievement due to the difficulty in keeping
up with the pace and demands of the general education curriculum. Furthermore, issues related to teacher
training, preparedness, and the ability to manage diverse learning needs in inclusive classrooms have been
highlighted as potential barriers to successful integration.
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