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The Transformation of Influence: A Reading of the expansion of
Russian Influence and Its Implications for the Security Environment
the Sahel Countries
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Abstract:

This research paper aims to trace the rise of Russian influence in the
Sahel countries of Africa, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso, in light of the
decline of the Western powers that traditionally dominate the region, and to
monitor its repercussions on the security dynamics of these countries, based
on monitoring the factors that helped reposition Russia within the
international map of influence, the strategy followed in this regard, its goals
and mechanisms, and the extent of its effectiveness in confronting the crises
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that the region is suffering from. The paper concluded that the rise of Russian
influence has had mixed effects on the security environment of the Sahel
countries, as it contributed to improving military capabilities and providing
rapid support to governments to establish themselves. However, the Russian
strategy, which is based primarily on military solutions, did not contribute to
meeting the aspirations of the people and addressing the roots of instability,
but rather will contribute to deepening security fragility in the long term.

Keywords: Russia; Russian influence; African Sahel; security; Security
environment.
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