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Network Marketing Contract in the Balance of Contract Law: A Study
in Algerian Legislation
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Abstract:

This study examines the Network Marketing Contract as a
contemporary hybrid model that poses significant challenges to traditional
contract theory, particularly amidst the legislative vacuum in Algeria. The
research deconstructs the legal nature of this unnamed electronic contract,
highlighting its dual character—combining elements of sales and
commercial agency—and its adhesion nature, which undermines contractual
equilibrium. It further analyzes the liability framework, distinguishing
between contractual breaches and criminal liability arising from fraudulent
practices that threaten the economic public order. The findings assert that
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the cross-border nature of these contracts does not preclude national
jurisdiction or the application of protective public policy, especially under
the mandatory rules of the Algerian Electronic Commerce Law. The study
concludes by emphasizing the urgent need for a specific legislative
framework to regulate such contracts, protect marketers from
unconscionable terms, and curb the fraudulent excesses associated with
pyramid schemes.

Keywords: Network Marketing Contract - Electronic Contract of Adhesion
- Contractual Liability - Criminal Liability- Applicable Law -Electronic
Contract
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