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Aspects of the particularity of international environmental conflicts
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Abstract:

This article examines the distinctive characteristics of international
environmental disputes, focusing on their underlying causes, the foundations
of responsibility, and the mechanisms for their resolution. It highlights
transboundary pollution and the depletion of natural resources as among the
primary causes of such disputes. The article demonstrates that the breach of
international environmental obligations gives rise to international
responsibility, whether based on fault (tortious) or contractual grounds. It
further discusses the various forms of environmental liability—civil and
criminal—and addresses the challenges associated with proving damage and
establishing a causal link. The study also explores the obstacles to the
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application of liability rules, particularly in contexts involving multiple actors
and the difficulty of identifying the responsible party. Additionally, it
analyses the role of national courts in the settlement of environmental
disputes of an international character, with particular attention to issues of
judicial jurisdiction and the applicable law in cases of conflict of laws.

The article concludes by emphasizing the necessity of strengthening and
harmonizing environmental legislation to ensure effective environmental
protection and to prevent future disputes.

Keywords: international environmental disputes, settlement of international
environmental disputes, national judiciary, international responsibility.
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