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Abstract:

This research paper begins by highlighting the issue of Iragi national
sovereignty in the post-2003 period. Following the political change, Iraq
sought to assert its sovereignty over its entire territory and all components of

et il *
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its society. However, this sovereignty was subjected to repeated breaches, and
the situation did not change significantly even after the U.S. withdrawal in
2011. This was largely due to the increasing external influence and
interventions, particularly by the United States, Iran, and certain regional
neighboring states, through various mechanisms and instruments. These
included influencing state institutions from within, engaging directly with
sectarian and religious groups, exerting pressure on political parties, and even
interacting with state security institutions such as the army and internal
security forces.

These interventions negatively affected the process of building the Iraqi
nation-state politically and economically, and undermined the independence
of its decision-making and the authority of the state. Accordingly, this paper
emphasizes the necessity for Irag to restructure its foreign relations on the
basis of balanced partnership and mutual respect with regional and
international actors, away from sectarian considerations and narrow partisan
interests. Such an approach would contribute to safeguarding state
sovereignty and strengthening the independence of national decision-making.
Indeed, state-building and effective governance fundamentally depend on
preserving internal decision-making authority and protecting national
sovereignty from all forms of external interference.

Keywords: Iraqi Sovereignty, United States, Iran, Regional neighborhood.
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