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Criminalizing Virtual Assets in Algeria: Between Monetary Sovereignty
and Global Digital Trends
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Abstract:

Virtual assets constitute a significant dimension of the digital
transformation in the global economy, functioning as both mediums of
exchange and stores of value. This article examines their foundational
technological features and associated economic, legal, and security risks. It
further analyzes international legal frameworks and national regulatory
responses, with a particular focus on Algeria’s legislative stance. The
Algerian legislator, initially cautious, has since adopted a prohibitive
approach through explicit criminalization. This study interrogates the
rationale behind this policy choice and proposes recommendations to
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reconcile national monetary sovereignty with the imperatives of global digital
innovation.

Keywords: Virtual assets, Virtual currencies, prohibition, Algerian
legislator, encryption, blockchain, monetary sovereignty.
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