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Abstract:

The South China Sea disputes destabilize Southeast Asia and disrupt
relations. This article highlights the shifting power dynamics in the South
China Sea and their conflict implications. Amid the East Asian security
dilemma, we explore China's rising influence in the region. The article
contends that China's power is growing disproportionately, raising concerns
among Southeast Asian states about potential military use of China's maritime
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capabilities. It emphasizes the South China Sea's significance in the

intensifying geopolitical conflict and deepening security dilemma, viewing it
through the lens of defensive realism.

Keywords: The South China Sea, the security dilemma, China, defense
realism.
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