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Major Powers' Approaches and International Rivalry over Spheres of
Influence: The Mediterranean Basin and the African Sahel as a Case
Study
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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the analysis of the distinctive nature of the
Mediterranean Basin and the African Sahel in general, as well as their geopolitical
and strategic importance for major powers and international competitors. These
regions hold crucial significance in political, economic, and security strategies due
to their strategic location. Moreover, oil and gas resources, along with key
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waterways, have fueled competition and conflict, especially after the end of the Cold
War.

Accordingly, it can be argued that the strategic position of the Mediterranean and
Sahel regions, along with their civilizational and economic importance, has
accelerated the consolidation of political and diplomatic relations on one hand, while
on the other, it has intensified the pace of competition among major powers, given
the vital role these regions play for energy-importing countries and their industrial
momentum.

Keywords: International Competition, Major Powers, Mediterranean Basin,
African Sahel, Influence and Prestige.
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