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Anthropological Reading of Women’sRitualVisits to Saints in
the Kabylie Region.
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Abstract :
Visitingmausoleums and local saints (awliya’) constitutesa long-standing

ritual practice withinmanysocieties, preserved as a complex system in which
social, cultural, religious, ritual, and symbolic dimensions converge.
Thesesacred sites attractindividuals of bothgenders. Like otherregions of the
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Maghreb and Algeria, Kabylie possessesitsown network of saints to whom
local populations express forms of devotion. Such practices are grounded in
beliefs in the saints’ extraordinarycapacities to provide baraka, emotional
relief, protection. Understandingtheseritual practices requires, as a
researcher in anthropologyrequired to be in the heart of the event and
participatingwiththem in order to understand the meaning of symboles and
ritual. The presentpaper as objective to examine the role and signification of
mausoleum visitation in the Kabylie region.

Keywords : mausoleum, ritual, the visit, saint
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