55-37 o <2026 01 :30al / 15.44) Joesd) Sl 2

Lwgdl ag¥) ol g W st & Y Cugelly el g1l
lzaja\gg;&\hésrggﬁj

The Conflict Between the Fatimids and the Umayyads of al-Andalus in
the Western Mediterranean Basin and its Impact on the Central
Maghreb
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Abstract : This research explores the conflict between the Fatimid Caliphate and
the Umayyads of al-Andalus in the Western Mediterranean during the 10th
century (4th century AH). The struggle utilized diverse methods, including
espionage through undercover agents, sectarian propaganda, and the fueling of
internal rebellions to destabilize rivals.
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The Central Maghreb (modern-day Algeria) emerged as a primary theater for this
competition due to the strategic importance of its ports and maritime routes.
Politically, both powers relied on tribal alliances: the Sanhaja and Kutama
supported the Fatimids, while the Zenata backed the Umayyads. Economically,
the two empires vied for control over vital harbors such as Mers el-Kharez, Oran,
and Tenes to monopolize trade profits. Militarily, the era witnessed an arms race
in naval shipbuilding and the fortification of coastal bases, resulting in violent
maritime clashes. The study concludes that this conflict was a complex blend of
political, economic, and ideological ambitions that reshaped the power balance in
the Islamic West

Keywords: The Umayyads; The Fatimids; The Central Maghreb ;The
Conflict;The Mediterranean Sea.
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