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The old and valuable construction of cities and historic neighbourhoods within a
given space generates for its inhabitants a particular urban identity, which is rich
with both individual and collective memories and events. This enriches the urban
environment with historical, residential, and communal significance. Within such
an urban environment, collective memory is often shaped by its historical, social,
and cultural heritage. It forms a living fabric that reshapes both space and the
identities of its inhabitants.

In the context of post-independence Algeria, and the immediate ownership of

residential spaces following independence, housing played a significant role. It
was no longer perceived as a static, material space for residence alone, but rather
as a symbolic environment imbued with meanings that reflect the identity and
culture of its resident. It is important to note that these dwellings were originally
European and foreign to the local culture and identity, and they transformed them
into lived spaces aligned with the inhabitants’ practices, perceptions, beliefs, and
cultural identity.

Keywords: collective memory; residential practice; dwelling; memory—housing
relationship.
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