322 299 o (2024) 02 1.0 /mésl el SO e

SRy (1)Kl fool 1EIL oSN SLLSI JD5 o (elygYY) A dibasey Cslaz s pllas

or gl gy
The Tajamaat system in the Menaa region (the Aures) through colonial
writings: Emile Masqueray and Hanoteou Letourneux are two
examples.
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The Aurés, which is characterized by its high mountains and picturesque
nature, occupies, in the words of the Swiss researcher Odette Keun, who visited
the Menda region and described it as the heart and jewel of the Aures , a strategic
position in the middle of Wadi Abdi, with notably Emile Masqueray, Germaine
Tillion, Thérése Riviére and Mathéa Gaudry.

Its old name is of Amazigh origin called (Thfilzi), and it is also famous for its
zawiya (Qadiri style). It was founded in the 17th century by a religious figure and
its management has remained until now for his children and grandchildren. Two
of Ahmed Bey's sons were also buried there, in addition to the British doctor
Anderson, who lived in the area after building a house in Manda and used it as his
headquarters and residence.

Menaa is one of the most important cities that has preserved its architectural
heritage. It is characterized by its narrow streets and adjacent houses, and in the
mountain peaks that overlook it there are important Fortresses such as the Fort of
Iguelfen and Baloul. Its society also maintains the “Tadjemaat” system and
customs, to organize heritage celebrations: Yannar (Amazigh New Year) and
Tafsouth (Spring Festival.)

Keywords: Menaa; Aures; Tajmaat; Custom.
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