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Abstract:

This article aims to highlight linguistic shortcomings and the weaknesses of formal logic—
both in its classical and modern forms—and its failure to serve as an effective tool in
describing and explaining the phenomenon of signification as it truly appears in the
humanities and social sciences, especially inargumentative interaction. New cognitive trends
in methodology and linguistic studies have led to a reassessment of Arabic linguistic research,
producing two dominant models:
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(1) The formal-structural approach, represented by structuralism, which excluded actual
linguistic performance—i.e., speech—and instead explored what lies beyond the narrow
linguistic existence defined structurallyas "form" rather than substance.

(2) The functional approach, represented by pragmatics, which moved beyond the post-
Saussurean phase to focus on language in itself—as a product of thought—and on thought as
shaped by language.

Keywords: Pragmatics, linguistic studies, structuralism, philosophy of language.
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