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The Role of Nezami in Reshaping the Story of '"Layla and Majnun': A Critical
Study of the Perspectives of Nada, Jamal al-Din, and Kafafi
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Abstract:

Nezami is considered one of the most prominent Iranian poets who restructured the
story of "Layla and Majnun," transforming it from its Arabic framework into Persian
literature with his unique artistic style. He enriched the narrative by adding artistic, cultural,
and spiritual dimensions, granting it appeal. This achievement motivated Arab scholars such
as Kafafi, Nada, and Jamal al-Din to study his role, highlighting similarities and differences
between the Arabic tale and its Persian adaptation. This article employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to evaluate Nezami’s adherence to the Arabic origins of the story and its
impact on his poetic creativity. The findings confirm his pivotal role, though opinions on his
additions differ: Kafafi sees them as creative artistry, Nada critiques them as unrealistic, and
Jamal al-Din regards them as ethical and mystical development.

Keywords: Comparative Literature; Nezami; The Story of Layla and Majnun; Nada; Jamal
al-Din; Kafafi.
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