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Abstract:

The article examines the concept of linguistic competence in the views of early Arab
scholars and modern linguists. Ibn Khaldun described it as a skill acquired through listening
and repetition until it becomes a stable habit, distinguishing between basic and rhetorical
competence. Ibn Jinni emphasized the roles of hearing and analogy in language acquisition.
Modern theories differ between structuralism, which focuses on imitation, and generative
theory, which sees language as a creative, rule-based mental ability. The article also
highlights key factors in acquiring language, such as practice, memorization, context-based
learning, and motivation. It concludes that language learning is a gradual and cumulative
process.

Keywords: Linguistic Competence; Hearing and Analogy; Language Acquisition; Generative
Theory.
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