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Abstract:

This study, entitled “Deletion and the Formation of Meaning,” examines the mechanism of
deletion by considering it both a linguistic phenomenon and a cohesive textual device that
influences and contributes to the formation, creation, and continuity of meaning within the
text. The study takes as its applied model the poem “O Jerusalem” from the collection of the
poet Nasser Istambul.
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The research proceeds from a perspective that views deletion in the poem as both a semantic
structure and a linguistic mechanism upon which the poetic text relies to generate signals and
suggestions that stimulate the reader and recipient to engage in reflection and contemplation,
in order to decode the signs presented by the text. Consequently, the reader fills the gaps
created by deletion so as to construct and intensify meaning.

The pragmatic textual approach constitutes the methodology adopted in this research, through
examining and tracing instances of deletion and then clarifying their contributions and

effectiveness in shaping the poetic experience of Nasser Istanbul, particularly with regard to
the dualities of (sorrow / optimism) and (past / future).

The study ultimately concludes that the mechanism of deletion in the poem functioned as an
effective and essential tool in generating suggestive semantic signals within the text, as well
as in influencing—through the reader’s interpretive projections—the formation of the poetic
image.

Keywords: deletion, text, meaning, form, structure, reading.
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