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Abstract:
Within a semiotic approach to the relationship between the self and time in
contemporary
Algerian poetic discourse, this study foregrounds the smallest temporal unit—the
“now”—as itscentral semantic pivot. This choice is motivated by the dense temporal
articulation inherent in the “now,” which embodies a paradox of simultaneity between
continuity and rupture. Such a paradox generates a sustained tension in the self’s relation to
time, as well as in its negotiation with temporality as past, present, future, and eternity.
Through this dynamic, meaning erupts across multiple contexts, shaped by the organic
interconnection between the “now” and the self. The “now” comes into being at the very
moment of enunciation, determining the direction of the event as revealed through the
manifestation of diverse actions, whether in movement or in stasis. Contemporary Algerian
poetry is adopted as the applied corpus through which this semiotic perspective is examined
and articulated.
Keywords: time; the now; the self; past; present; future.
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