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Abstract:
This study approaches the concept of the linguistic market as a framework for explaining
variation in language use across social facilities and domains. It draws on descriptive field
observation in Setif to document the distribution of Arabic and the recurrent embedding of
French or French-derived lexical items within Arabic structures across multiple sites
(university, transport, commerce, health, administration, home, and craft workshops). The
study argues that the value of linguistic resources operates as symbolic capital evaluated
within distinct local markets, where technical and procedural items function as markers of
competence, interactional economy, or professional affiliation. It also provides a classification

grid for the examples and an explanatory lens based on linguistic capital, status, and demand.
Keywords: linguistic market; reality; Speech Performance; Setif.
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