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The Stakes of University Education Amid Globalization: A Philosophical Reading
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Abstract:

This research offers a philosophical and analytical reading of university education in
the Arab context, in light of global transformations driven by globalization and the resulting
epistemic and cultural challenges. The study is grounded in a central problem: the dialectic
between identity and knowledge and questions the ability of Arab universities to formulate a
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balanced educational philosophy that integrates authenticity with openness. Using a
theoretical-analytical methodology and drawing on peer-reviewed Arabic and international
literature, the research explores five core questions: the impact of globalization on the
philosophy of university education, the nature of local challenges, the relationship between
identity and knowledge, the capacity of universities to build a balanced educational
philosophy, and possible philosophical models for development. Findings reveal that
globalization has reshaped the university’s role, while local constraints reflect a lack of
philosophical vision, limited academic participation, and policy inconsistencies. The study
demonstrates that the relationship between identity and knowledge is not contradictory but
dialectical and interactive. Arab universities possess intellectual and cultural capacities that
enable them to develop educational philosophies responsive to global transformations without
compromising identity. The research concludes with key recommendations: the need to
formulate a balanced Arab educational philosophy, reinforce identity in curricula, involve
academics in policymaking, and adopt models that resist epistemic dependency.

Keywords: Philosophy of University Education; Globalization; Cultural Identity; Global
Knowledge
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