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Reading mechanisms in historical fiction

Abdelwahab Al-Issawi's novel "The Spartan Court" as a model
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Abstract:
This work aims to highlight the mechanisms of the reading process within the realm of historical
fiction, which is fundamentally shaped by a crucial duality in constructing the textual fabric:
(fact/fiction). This is based on the premise that the reader is the primary driver of meaning

dynamics within the text, according to the strategies employed by the author in constructing the
worlds of their narrative. From this perspective, the author...reader A Expect it According to the
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strategies for building his text. In this communicative process between the world of the reader
and the world of the text; The author can be considered a first producer oftomeaning As a
repository of history, The reader is a second producer of new meaning, creating a new spirit for
the text. To elucidate the strategies for constructing a text, as well as the mechanisms for reading
it, this research, in its theoretical section, addressed a range of epistemological theories concerned
with the concept of reading in general, and its mechanisms specifically from the perspective of
Umberto Eco. It also examined the characteristics of the historical novel. The applied section
consisted of a practical attempt to apply these reading mechanisms to a model text.

Keywords: Historical novel, the act of reading, the ideal reader, encyclopedia
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