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Abstract:

Educational tools are numerous and diverse, ranging from traditional to modern and
contemporary forms. Despite their variety, they all converge toward a single objective:
clarifying information, assisting teachers in the educational process, motivating learners to
assimilate knowledge, enhancing the overall level of learning, and ultimately fostering
maturity and skill acquisition.

Educational tools are generally classified into four groups. The first group: visual aids, such
as pictures, the blackboard, opaque images, maps, globes, flashcards, charts, models,
exhibitions, museums, and photographs. The second group: auditory aids, such as audio
recorders, school broadcasting systems, and radio. The third group: audiovisual aids, such as
television, computers, animated and sound films, still films with audio recordings, theater,
puppetry, and video projectors. The fourth group: tangible aids, such as models and physical
shapes.

This study seeks to combine theoretical and practical dimensions by presenting examples of
each type of educational tool and illustrating their application. Educational tools are
considered instruments employed by teachers to facilitate instruction, train learners in skills,
and instil proper habits. Their role in education is fundamental, extending even to higher
education institutions, given their significant impact.

Keywords: education — learning — teacher — learner — teaching aids — applications —
pedagogy.
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1. Introduction:

Teaching aids constitute an essential component of the educational process,
owing to their significant contributions to both teaching and learning. They play a
crucial role in fostering positive interaction between teacher and learner, rendering
lessons more engaging and stimulating, and ultimately ensuring the success of the
teaching—learning process. Their impact is both effective and influential.

The importance of teaching aids lies in their capacity to facilitate the transmission of
knowledge and skills embedded within curricula, enabling learners of varying levels to
grasp information effectively. They render concepts and ideas clearer and more vivid
in the learners’ minds, simplify abstract notions, and help consolidate knowledge so
that learners can perform skills accurately. Furthermore, they arouse interest, attract
learners’ attention, and clarify meanings, thereby enhancing the overall learning
experience.

2. Definition of Teaching Aids:

According to the Dictionary of Terms of Education and Teaching: " Teaching
aids are any means that help the teacher convey new experiences to his students in a
more effective and lasting way; they assist him in performing his task but cannot
replace the teacher himself"
. Thus, they represent any tool employed by the teacher to create a suitable
atmosphere for the educational process, one that helps the learner acquire accurate
knowledge and facilitates the acquisition of information.

Another definition states: "In its comprehensive sense, it encompasses all
methods, tools, devices, and organizations used within an educational system for the
purpose of achieving various educational objectives"?. The ultimate aim of teaching
aids is to achieve educational objectives, advance the learning process, and improve its
quality. They are considered a component of the broader educational system, seeking
to simplify information and enable learners to access the content of the subject matter.
Ahmad Hassani also defines them as any tool employed by the teacher to improve and
enhance the learning process, by training learners to acquire various skills and to adopt
certain habits that constitute a fundamental cornerstone of the educational process’.
Thus, teaching aids do not replace the teacher but rather support him in clarifying the
subject matter and conveying ideas, reinforcing them in the minds of students, and
thereby multiplying their capacity to assimilate information. Consequently, their use
has become indispensable in keeping pace with developments in the fields of
education and technology.

In another definition: "Teaching aids in the field of learning refer to a set of
well-prepared materials, designed to be used in clarifying the educational content and
reinforcing its effect in the minds of learners. They are employed across all subjects
studied by learners at various educational stages. These aids differ and vary according
to the objectives intended in the different subjects taught. Educators emphasize several
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principles regarding teaching aids; some relate to the objective achieved by the aid,
while others pertain to the extent of their availability in the environment... They also
believe that the diversity of their forms increases their capacity and enhances their
educational effectiveness for students"*. What is meant here is the aid used by the
teacher to improve his teaching, enhance its effectiveness, and deepen the learners
benefit from it. This term is most often applied to the teaching aid itself.

From the foregoing definitions, teaching aids can be understood as encompassing both
educational materials and instructional devices, with educational materials including
all the content involved in the teaching process.

3. The Different Designations of Teaching Aids:

Teaching aids have been classified into various categories based on different
criteria. They have been divided into auditory, audiovisual, and visual aids, according
to the senses they target. They have also been categorized into ready-made and
teacher-produced aids, depending on their accessibility. Given their diversity, they
have been grouped to facilitate their study. Among their different designations, we
may cite the following®:

3.1. Visual Aids: These are "a set of means used by teachers—tools and educational
materials—that address the learner’s sense of sight and facilitate his understanding of
the content of educational materials. They are also known as visual aids. Technology
scholars emphasize that human beings learn between 30% and 90% of what they see,
and this includes all aids that rely on the sense of sight for interaction"®. Examples
include the blackboard and pictures. For example, a geography teacher can use a wall
map to show river systems, asking students to trace the path of the Nile with their
fingers.

3.2. Auditory Aids: These include all the tools and educational materials used by the
teacher that address the sense of hearing in order to acquire auditory learning
experiences. This is known as auditory learning, and "they are also called auditory
means, including all aids that rely on the sense of hearing for their reception"’.
Examples include audio recorders, school broadcasting systems, the radio, and the
phonograph. (gramophone)

3.3. Audiovisual Aids: These are those that function through both sight and hearing.
"They are aids that rely on the reception of both the auditory and visual senses,
including educational television, sound educational films, still films, transparencies,
and slides when used with audio recordings for explanation and interpretation"®,
Examples include theater and puppetry. In an Arabic language class for beginners, a
simple hand puppet can become a character named 'Ahmed' who asks each student:
'What is your name?' and 'How are you today?'. This lowers anxiety and encourages
even shy learners to speak.

This type of aid encourages the learner to employ more than one sense; thus, the
greater the number of senses engaged in receiving knowledge, the stronger the
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interaction with the teacher, which in turn reflects positively on the educational
process. It encompasses tools and materials that rely simultaneously on both hearing
and sight.

When the teacher uses teaching aids that belong to the tangible-observational
category—such as demonstrations, field visits, educational exhibitions, films, motion
pictures, and audio recordings—these aids represent a fundamental step for the learner
to acquire certain intellectual skills, such as observation and inference, as well as other
skills that, in turn, pave the way for acquiring additional practical and manual skills.
3.4. Means of Illustration: There is another group that prefers to use this term to
designate teaching aids, and "by this they mean the role these aids play in helping the
teacher clarify facts and ideas to learners. Thus, the aids may be considered
educational when referring to the teacher’s use of them in teaching, or educational
when referring to the learner’s use of them in learning. They may also be described as
educational depending on the instructional situation in which they are employed, as
many aids can serve both roles depending on the need"®. These are among the most
important aids that emphasize learner interaction and provide opportunities for
students to participate in learning situations, thereby playing a positive role. The
function of these aids has two dimensions: first, storing meanings in the learner’s
memory; and second, prompting the learner to articulate them after investing what he
has retained. This is also expressed by Muhammad Watas: "The term (illustration)
suggests that these aids perform the process of clarificati

on and explanation without the need for the teacher. In reality, however, this is not the
case at all; rather, what is meant by (illustration) is that these aids are used as
supportive tools for perception and understanding, each employed in its appropriate
educational context"!?. The term (illustration) therefore signifies the clarification and
communication of information in a simplified and comprehensible manner.

3.5. Educational Technologies: The term teaching aids is often limited to physical
objects only, whereas the term educational technologies "extends beyond this to
include concepts, structures, and ideas within a pedagogical scientific framework that
benefits from the achievements of the modern age, employing a scientific approach in
both thought and practice while taking into account educational, ethical, and
psychological aspects. It refers to the science of applying knowledge to educational
purposes in an organized manner. The teacher must distinguish between educational
materials and educational devices, since each of these terms has its own distinctive
features, despite both sharing the same objective. Educational materials include films,
discs, maps, pictures, models, and other such resources, whereas educational devices
refer to the instruments or machines used to operate films and discs"!!. All teaching
aids share the same ultimate purpose: to convey the idea to the learner, and it is the
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teacher’s responsibility to differentiate between educational materials and educational
devices.

From this comprehensive definition of teaching aids (educational technologies), it may
be concluded that they encompass all methods, tools, devices, and structures used
within an educational system for the purpose of achieving defined educational
objectives. It becomes clear that teaching aids include both materials and devices, and
when these are integrated with structures, methods, and concepts within a systematic
scientific framework, they may properly be called educational technologies.

3.6. Auxiliary Aids: They have been given this name “because they assist the learner
in acquiring experiences”'?. It is evident that they help the student in understanding
and comprehension, while also assisting the teacher in the process of clarification and
simplification. This is confirmed by Mohamed Watas in his statement: “Then another
term appeared, namely ‘aids to perception’, which, like the former, focused on the
perceptual aspect influenced by the educational medium, fostering interaction between
them, thus leading to understanding and learning”!3. Interaction, however, does not
occur except through the use of multiple methods.

By the second half of the twentieth century, inventions had already influenced the
educational process by providing educators with tools and devices that helped reduce
the time required for both teaching and learning. “The term (Educational Technology)
was introduced in developed countries, and educators in these nations began to adopt
modern devices in teaching, benefitting from scientific knowledge and methods of
scientific research not only in teaching, but also in planning, implementing, and
evaluating educational units, thereby improving the learning—teaching process across
different educational stages™'*. The term was thus adopted in recognition that methods
of using these aids help achieve learning outcomes that support the teacher in fulfilling
their educational mission. If technology has entered all domains of contemporary life,
it has likewise penetrated the field of education, which was once conducted by
traditional means. This idea is reinforced by Mohamed Watas, who observed: “It was
called (Educational Technology) in recognition that the ways in which these aids are
used help achieve the learning process, assisting the teacher in performing his
educational duty under optimal conditions, saving time and effort. If technology has
entered all domains of contemporary life, it has today likewise entered the field of
education, which was formerly conducted through old and deep-rooted methods.
Education has now come to rely on all possible means provided by technology, which
has enabled humankind to explore the secrets of the universe through a film that
clarifies every detail, large and small”!®>. The educational process thus continues to
evolve, employing increasingly modern tools.

3.7. Educational Media: Educational media are defined as “devices, tools, and
materials used by the teacher to improve the teaching and learning process”!¢. They
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are thus instruments employed or utilized by the teacher to transfer lesson information
to the student in the classroom, with the aim of enhancing the educational process.
From the previous definitions, it becomes clear that everything the teacher uses—
whether tools or devices—both inside and outside the classroom, is intended to
provide the learner with specific educational knowledge in an easy, clear, and useful
manner.

4. Classifications of Educational Aids:

Educational aids are numerous and diverse, and therefore they have been classified
into groups to facilitate their study and understanding. Various methods of
classification exist, based either on their purpose, the sense they directly affect, the
type of experience they provide, the devices they require, the method of obtaining or
presenting them, the number of beneficiaries, or the method of production. Among the
most prominent classifications!” are the following:

4.1. According to the senses:

4.1.1.Auditory aids: Rely on hearing in the learning process.

4.1.2.Visual aids: Depend on sight in acquiring experiences during the learning
process.

4.1.3.Audiovisual aids: Encompass tools that rely on both hearing and sight in the
process of learning and acquiring experiences.

4.2.Classifications Based on the Interconnection of the Senses:

This classification is attributed to the American philosopher of education Edgar Dale,
who divided educational aids into three categories:

4.2.1. Aids for acquiring experience through tangible action (such as dramatizations,
direct real-life experiences, and samples).

4.2.2. Aids for acquiring perceptual observation (such as exhibitions, field trips, and
still and moving pictures).

4.2.3. Aids for acquiring experience through abstract insight (such as abstract symbols
and drawings).

4.3. Classifications Based on the Method of Acquisition:

4.3.1. Ready-made aids: Produced in factories in large quantities and available for use
in education.
4.3.2. Locally produced, low-cost aids: Created by teachers and students, such as
maps, drawings, and charts.

4.4. Classifications Based on the Method of Presentation's:

4.4.1. Materials presented visually by projection: such as slides, transparencies, films,
and computer software—these are projected onto a screen and fixed through a device.
4.4.2. Materials not presented visually by projection: such as models, dramatizations,
maps, charts, drawings, tables, and posters—these are presented directly to learners.
4.5. Classification According to the Number of Beneficiaries':
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4.5.1. Individual aids: used by the individual learner, such as the microscope and the
computer.

4.5.2. Group aids: used to teach a group of students at a specific time and place, such
as educational films, school radio, and closed-circuit television.

4.5.3. Mass aids: directed to a large audience of students through educational
television or radio-based instruction.

4.6. Classifications Based on Modernity?’:

4.6.1.Traditional aids: such as the blackboard, chalk, and the textbook.

4.6.2. Modern aids: such as slides, the data projector, video, television programs, and
the computer including interactive whiteboards, virtual reality headsets, and Al-based
language learning applications such as Duolingo or ChatGPT.

4.7. Classifications Based on the Means of Production?!:

4.7.1. Hand-made Aids: These include all educational aids and materials produced
manually by the teacher, learner, or any other person without reliance on machines or
devices, such as transparencies, drawings, maps, and models produced by hand.
Among their advantages are low cost and the opportunities they provide for both
teacher and learner to practice certain skills.

4.7.2. Auto-mode Aids: These include all educational aids and materials produced with
the help of mechanical devices. Examples include mechanically printed transparencies,
copied videotapes, photographs, and mechanically reproduced drawings. Their
advantages include ease and speed of production as well as precision.

4.8. Classifications Based on Sound Properties?2:

4.8.1. Silent aids: Any educational aid or material that is not vocalized, and from
which the learner benefits by examining it visually, such as pictures, drawings, posters,
and silent films.
4.8.2. Speaking aids: All aids and materials whose content depends on speech, such as
audio recordings, educational television programs with narration, and speaking
dictionaries. This type of aid is considered the most beneficial in the educational
process because it provides a high level of stimulation and motivation in learning
contexts.

5. Basic Rules for Selecting and Using Educational Aids:

When selecting an educational aid, it is essential to take into consideration certain
fundamental principles, the most important of which are: 2

5.1. The aid must achieve the lesson objectives:

Educational aids serve multiple purposes; some are suitable for teaching skills, others
for shaping attitudes, still others for developing interests, or assisting in the application
of methods of thinking, etc. Therefore, it is the teacher’s responsibility to select the
appropriate aid to achieve the intended lesson objectives.

In other words, the implementation of the lesson requires a considerable degree of
motivation among learners. The teacher can stimulate attention and motivation in
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learners through the use of educational aids and diverse methods, whether to teach a
skill or to clarify a particular piece of information in the lesson. Therefore, the teacher
must select the appropriate aid that achieves the intended objective. At that point, the
learner will be more inclined to participate actively in the learning situation with
greater vitality and engagement.

5.2. Avoiding complexity in the aid:

The complexity of an aid results in difficulty for learners to understand and to follow
it, which in turn may lead them to lose interest in the subject matter of the lesson.
Consequently, the educational aid produces the opposite of the intended effect. For this
reason, the teacher must ensure when selecting an aid that it truly fulfills the purpose
for which it is being used. In other words, the aid should be clear and easy to use,
allowing learners to understand how to interact with it, and enabling the teacher to
guide its use with ease so that information is transmitted more effectively. The more
complex the aid is, the more it leads to learners’ disengagement and produces adverse
results; hence, the teacher must always choose the most suitable aids.

5.3. The aid must be appropriate to learners’ levels:

The aid must correspond to the academic level of the learners, as well as their
chronological and mental age. Each developmental stage is characterized by specific
interests, inclinations, and general levels of intelligence. This means that the use of an
educational aid in the classroom varies according to learners’ age and cognitive
abilities, as well as their intelligence and capacity for comprehension and learning.

5.4. Ensuring safety in the aid:

The element of safety must be present in any educational aid to prevent confusion or
accidents. The teacher’s constant concern should be to deliver knowledge in an
atmosphere of safety and stability, ensuring that information and ideas are clearly
conveyed to learners’ minds. Since aids are numerous and diverse, it is always
incumbent upon the teacher to choose the most appropriate ones.

5.5. Planning the Use of the Teaching Aid:

The teaching aid is considered an integral part of the lesson, which makes it necessary
for the teacher to plan its use in terms of time, place, and method of application.
Random or unstructured use may lead to counterproductive outcomes and prevent the
intended objectives from being achieved. Teachers often test the aid themselves prior
to its integration in the lesson, taking into account the timing of the class and the
context of its use, so as to be prepared for any difficulties that may arise during
instruction.

5.6. Testing the Aid:

The teacher is primarily responsible for testing the teaching aid before employing it in
the classroom. This practice enables them to make appropriate decisions regarding its
use, as well as to determine the most suitable time and place for its presentation. It also
helps avoid unexpected disruptions, such as technical failures or an aid that is not
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functional—situations that may cause embarrassment for the teacher and disorder
among students. Consequently, selecting an appropriate aid for introducing,
motivating, and capturing attention becomes a necessary process, whereby the teacher
defines the timing and manner of its presentation to ensure that the lesson proceeds in
an orderly and effective manner.

5.7. Evaluation of the Teaching Aid:

The evaluation of the teaching aid is an essential requirement to determine its
effectiveness in achieving the intended objectives during the lesson. As noted, “this is
accomplished by assessing its efficiency in meeting its goals, the degree of student
interaction with it, and the necessity of its reuse or replacement. The teacher is
expected to prepare a report on the achievements accomplished through the aid, the
extent of students’ response, and a comparison with other aids, ultimately arriving at
an evaluation that either confirms the need for its continued use or highlights the need
for an alternative™?.

A teaching aid contributes to fulfilling particular needs among some students. For
instance, when a teacher uses a review of prior knowledge as a preparatory technique,
certain learners may benefit by consolidating or recalling information, while also
engaging more actively with the teacher’s questions. In such cases, the teacher can
assess the effectiveness of the aid employed during the lesson, ultimately determining
whether it should be relied upon for its positive impact, or whether an alternative
strategy is more appropriate.

5.8. Follow-up of the Teaching Aid:

This is one of the duties required of the teacher, as “follow-up involves the types of
activities that the learner can engage in after using the aid, in order to generate further
interaction among learners”?. It is therefore not sufficient to merely experiment with
the aid; rather, it must also be followed up by the teacher.

From the foregoing, it can be concluded that the essential skills required of a
successful teacher include the ability to select and use teaching aids. The teacher
determines the appropriate aid for the lesson primarily on the basis of the lesson’s
nature, objectives, and content, during the planning and preparation stage. The aid
must be aligned with the objectives of the lesson, suitable for the learners’ levels, and
the teacher must be familiar with it in advance in order to take precautions before and
after its use.

6. The Importance of Teaching Aids:

In general, the importance and usefulness of teaching aids lie in their influence
on the three main components of the educational process: (the teacher, the learner, and
the educational material), as follows?S:

6.1. Their Importance for the Teacher:
The use of teaching aids in the learning process benefits and supports the teacher, and
improves his or her performance in managing the instructional situation, as follows:
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6.1.1. They help raise the teacher’s professional competence and readiness.

6.1.2. They shift the teacher’s role from being a transmitter and reciter of information
to that of a planner, implementer, and facilitator of learning.

6.1.3. They assist the teacher in effectively presenting, evaluating, and controlling the
material.

6.1.4. They help the teacher stimulate learners’ motivation by engaging them in
educational activities such as problem-solving or discovery of facts.

6.1.5. They enable the teacher to make better use of all available time.

6.1.6. They help the teacher overcome the constraints of time and space in the
classroom by presenting certain aids that depict distant phenomena, extinct animals, or
past or future events.

6.2. Their Importance for the Learner:

The importance of using teaching aids in the classroom also benefits the learner and
enriches their learning in the following ways?’:

6.2.1. They cultivate in the learner a love of inquiry and foster a desire to learn.

6.2.2. They strengthen the relationship between the learner and the teacher, as well as
among learners themselves, particularly when the teacher uses them effectively.

6.2.3. They encourage learners to participate and interact with various classroom
situations, especially when the aid is of an entertaining type.

6.2.4. They stimulate learners’ interest and eagerness to learn, which increases their
motivation and engagement in educational activities such as problem-solving and
discovering new facts.

6.2.5. They render educational experiences more effective, longer-lasting, and less
prone to being forgotten.

6.2.6. They provide opportunities for desirable diversification and renewal, thereby
contributing to addressing the problem of individual differences.

6.3. Their Importance for the Educational Material:

The importance of teaching aids in the classroom for the educational material lies in
the following points?®:

6.3.1. They help retain and clarify information and ideas, and assist learners in
performing skills as required.

6.3.2. They facilitate the transmission of information, situations, attitudes, and skills
embedded in the educational material to the learners.

6.3.3. Since the involvement of all senses in the learning process leads to reinforcing
and deepening learning, teaching aids assist in engaging all of the learner’s senses.
6.3.4. They help avoid verbal errors.

6.3.5. The diversity of teaching aids contributes to the formation of accurate concepts.
For example, with the word “stem”, a pupil may initially think only of a plant stem;
the teaching aid clarifies the broader meaning.
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As Mohammad Watas states "Hence arose the pressing need to resort to teaching aids
that support verbal symbols and make them grounded in sensory experiences. This
occurs when the teacher, in educational situations, links sensory experiences at the
first stage of education, particularly in the teaching of languages to foreigners—and
especially in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, which today most urgently
requires the development of new and contemporary curricula based on modern
linguistic foundations and supported by educational technology. This technology
encompasses various and diverse aids that help the teacher present his material while
relying on and utilizing a medium that makes every word he presents to his learners
comprehensible to them, grounded in the senses and in prior experiences. This
constitutes successful teaching from which the learner benefits at all educational
stages".
Teaching aids, therefore, play a pivotal role in the educational process. They clarify
knowledge for learners, especially when the latter hold preconceived or differing ideas
from what the teacher explains. Their crucial importance is particularly evident in
teaching a language to non-native speakers.
7. Benefits of Teaching Aids:

Teaching aids offer numerous benefits, which can be summarized as follows*’:
7.1. They provide sensory experiences as a foundation for sound thinking.
7.2. They increase learners’ interest and encourage self-directed learning.
7.3. They contribute to clarifying meanings in an engaging way.
7.4. They provide learners with experiences that may be impossible to observe in
reality.
In addition to this*!:
7.4.1. They instill in the teacher a spirit of renewal and innovation, compelling him to
think critically about the lesson topic.
7.4.2. They facilitate the engagement of all senses.
7.4.3. They enrich the learner’s experience and bring it closer to reality.
It 1s thus evident that teaching aids render learning more enduring, as they help fix
knowledge in learners’ minds, stimulate their thinking, and capture their attention
toward the lesson.
8. Conclusion:

The present study has underscored the fundamental role played by teaching aids
in bridging the gap between the teacher's intended message and the learner's
comprehension, particularly within the broader context of language instruction and,
more specifically, in the teaching of Arabic as a foreign language.

Teaching aids prove to be an effective mechanism for clarifying and simplifying
information, thereby contributing significantly to the progression of the learner.
Regardless of their type—whether traditional, such as textbooks and blackboards, or
modern, including educational television, audio recordings, computers, and data
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projectors—these tools provide learners with additional experiential dimensions. Their
primary strength lies in their capacity to capture and sustain attention, thereby
enhancing concentration and retention.

The importance of teaching aids extends equally to the teacher, the learner, and
the educational content itself. By making knowledge accessible through observation or
tactile engagement, and by engaging multiple sensory channels, audiovisual tools not
only improve the overall teaching-learning process but also enable foreign language
learners to develop essential competencies, namely listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

Finally, contemporary teaching aids have demonstrated remarkable effectiveness
across generations of learners, irrespective of age or intellectual level, promoting
deeper and more durable learning outcomes.
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