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The artistic image of horses between classical Arabic poetry and popular poetry
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Abstract
Throughout history, the horse has held a unique position in human consciousness, acquiring
a near-sacred status in various cultures, particularly within Arab society. The deep-seated
affection of the Arabs for their horses led them to prioritize these animals, devoting great care
to their upkeep and the preservation of their pure bloodlines. Beyond cultivating external
qualities such as beauty, speed, and obedience, Arabs also fostered inner strength, resilience,
and loyalty in their steeds, expecting them to be steadfast companions in times of adversity.

This cultural reverence was carried by the Hilalian tribes as they migrated from the Arabian
Peninsula to the Maghreb.
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Poetry has been the most authentic medium for conveying this deep appreciation, with
poets—whether in classical or vernacular forms—employing the most sublime artistic and
moral imagery to describe the horse. This study aims to analyze the artistic image of the
horse in both classical (Fasih) and vernacular (Malhun) poetry from a rhetorical and cultural
perspective. The examination of this artistic image is of heightened importance as it reflects
the evolution of aesthetic sensibilities and the transformation of social and intellectual values
over time.

Keywords: Image, Horse, Poetry, Classical Arabic, Malhun.
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