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The influence of European thought on the works of Taha Hussein and the issue of
plagiarism in pre-Islamic poetry.
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Abstract:

Taha Hussein returned from his scientific mission, bringing with him the thougt of
western writers and philosophers who were able to infiltrate his thougt and many Arab writers
and provided there with research methods that re-read the ancient heritage with a modern
vision and accurate scientific methods.

He applied his new ideas to ancient Arabic literature, influenced greatly by the works of
Margoliouth and applying the principle of skepticism to Descartes. He dealt with the issues of
the relationship between originality and contomporary and between the inherited and the
innovated,to issues of definition in literature and thougt. He denied Pre-Islamic Poetry from
its Companions and made it plagiarized, an saw that it was written in the Early days of Islam.
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This systematic shift made Taha Hussein an important substance that treated innovative
ideas in studing criticising literature.
Keys words: Orientalism; Arabs; Culture; West; Orientalists.
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