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Abstract:

This article, titled Issues of Interpretation in Contemporary Thought — Readings in
Hermeneutic References, seeks to examine, analyze, and understand the features,
characteristics, and nature of the interpretive phenomenon as addressed by Western critics,
thinkers, and philosophers. By exploring their analyses and investigations, the study extracts
the conclusions they have reached regarding the essence of the act of interpretation, also
known as the process of "understanding.” It is commonly held among contemporary Western
critics that no literary work or creative text is devoid of multiple meanings and a richness of
implicit connotations that remain hidden unless revealed through the interpretive process
undertaken by the interpreting reader.

Keywords: Understanding; act of interpretation; interpreting reader; readings in hermeneutic
references; contemporary thought.
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