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Abstract:

This research paper seeks to address a topic that has preoccupied me for the past two
decades: intelligence: Is intelligence one or multiple? What is the relationship between
intelligence and ability and skill? What is its role in language teaching, including Arabic? My
interest in the topic goes back to my years of teaching in public education, through my daily
interactions with learners, and my attempts to explain the many disparities between them in
abilities (or should I say intelligences). Then, when | joined university education, | discussed
some memoirs that addressed the topic of multiple intelligences, and became acquainted with
the founder of the theory (Howard Gardner), who claims that intelligence is intelligences. The
scientific studies and field research that have emerged from it in various fields support this
theory. However, what has caught my attention throughout these years, according to my
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knowledge, is the absence of a critical, evaluative reading of this theory. This reading
examines its merits and what is consistent with field findings in the field of education and
neuroscience, on the one hand, and its flaws and exaggerations, on the other.

Keywords: Intelligence, multiple intelligences, Howard Gardner, ability, skill.
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