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Abstract :

Women's fiction has succeeded in carving out a space for itself within the field of literary
and critical studies, advancing alongside male writing and exploring hidden worlds. It often
exposes outdated Arab customs and traditions, and at times challenges these norms through
gendered and corporeal themes. At the same time, it remains committed to vital human,
national, and social issues, aiming to raise awareness and advocate for collective causes.
Feminist narratives have uncovered latent cultural structures imposed by patriarchal
authority—structures long neglected by traditional literary criticism. Cultural criticism, as a
relatively new orientation in the field of literary theory, has made visible what was once
implicit in literary texts.
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From this perspective, this paper aims to examine the Algerian feminist novel, seeking to
uncover the implicit cultural paradigms related to the sacred and the profane in The Gate of
Memories by the Algerian novelist Assia Djebar. The study endeavors to shed light on the
latent dimensions of these paradigms. What, then, is meant by cultural paradigms? What does
the paradigm of the sacred and the profane entail? And how is this paradigm manifested in the
feminist narrative discourse of Assia Djebar.

Keywords: Feminist literature; cultural pattern; sacred ; profane ; Assia Djebar.
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