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Contextual Criticism Studies in Algeria, Reading in Youcef Oughlissi’s “The

Modern Algerian Criticism”
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Abstract:

The Algerian criticism scene has witnessed many transformations through four
significant phases. Starting from the revival tendency which was embodied in the efforts of
Cheikh El Bachir EL Ibrahimi, which focused on reviving the Islamic Arabic folklore and
preserving the cultural identity in the face of the colonial influence. By the mid-twentieth
century, there was a shift towards western approaches due to openness on modernist criticism
which in turn led to adopting contextual approaches such as, the historical and social
criticism, as it occurs in the works of Abd-Allah Al-Rukaibi and Mohammed Msayef. As a
result, the literary text was bent to the social and ideological function structures. Nevertheless,
the contextual criticism several challenges, most significantly; the dominance of the colonial
legacy on one hand and the overwhelming presence of the traditional conservative trends on
the other hand. Hence, its limited progress and development. However, in the last decades,
there was a spread in the academic studies which attempted applying psychological, social
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and historical theories on the literary texts in pursuit of a more methodological literary
criticism discourse.
Keywords: criticism, modern Algerian criticism, context, Youcef Oughlissi.
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