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Abstract:

The emergence of pragmatics stemmed from a paradigm shift in our understanding of
the world. While most, particularly linguistic studies, focused on describing the world, the
advent of pragmatic thought shifted attention beyond language to explore how language is
used to shape our thoughts and influence the world around us. The core of pragmatics lies in
linking linguistic utterances to their contexts, ultimately establishing the foundation for the
study of language use.

This study aims to examine Van Dijk's contributions to the development of pragmatics,
particularly his influential work, Text and Context. The central question is: What are the most
significant theoretical frameworks identified by Van Dijk that can be considered as
foundational elements in the emergence of pragmatics?
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