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The semiotics of the title in the Algerian narrative discourse

The novel of « The last night of the chief », Yasmina Khadra.
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Abstract:

Generally speaking, the title is the cornerstone for reading and interpreting literary
works, since it amplifies the narrative text’s signification and dramatics. It is therefore; the
key signifier that simplifies the meaning to the reader. The semantic and morphological
aspects of the title emphasize its relationship with the text. They are also the tool that makes it
aseed from which the text grows. Hence, this article aims at dissecting the title structure in<<
The Dictator’s Last Night >> by Yasmina Khadra, through exploring the semiotics implicit
significations of the title, its lexical, semantic, and deep structures.

Keywords: title, narrative text, connotation, lexical structure. Deep structure.
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