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Abstract:  

The present research paper is an investigation of the negative influence of the pandemic on 

the writing skill, the case study of third year students at the department of English at Saida 

University. It primarily endeavours to divulge the role of collaborative learning to overcome 

the major challenges facing learners when writing, and how this process was negatively 

affected by the lockdown due to covid-19 pandemic. A questionnaire was directed to third 

year students to identify their major writing difficulties. Also, a checklist was used to prove 

the role of collaboration in improving the writing skill. Findings showed that EFL learners 

have a clear insufficiency when writing because of the total absence of interaction and 

collaboration with the teacher and peers in real classrooms. Hence, a number of effective 

strategies are suggested for better production of English written forms. 

Keywords: Collaborative learning-corona virus pandemic-English students’ writing 

difficulties- negative impact- writing strategies 

 :الملخص
الورقة البحثية الحالية عبارة عن استقصاء للتأثير السلبي للجائحة على  هاىارة الاتا ىة ر سراسىة  الىة للىنة السىلة الثالثىة   قسى  
اللغة الإنجليزية بجاهعىة سىعي.ةي يسىع    امقىاو اإلى  لك الانىد عىن سلىر الىتعل  التعىالى  للتغلىح على  التحى. ا ال ئيسىية الى  

ي تم توجيىىا اسىىتبيا  لك covid-19تعليىىن علىى. الاتا ىىة ر لىتيىىد اثىى ا  ىىبً العيليىىة سىىلبحا  لإ ىىن   سىىبح جائحىىة تواجىىا ام
طنة السلة الثالثىة لتح.يى. الصىعو ا الاتا يىة ال ئيسىية لى.يا ي تيىا تم اسىتم.او قائيىة ه جعيىة لإثبىاا سلىر التعىالى     سىن 

اللغىىة الإنجليزيىىة تلغىىة تجلبيىىة لىى.يا  قصىىور لىابىىب علىى. الاتا ىىة  سىىبح الغيىىاة التىىاو  هاىىارة الاتا ىىةي ت اىى ا اللتىىائل ت  هتعليىى 
للتفاعى  لىالتعىالى  هىلم امعلىى  لىاإقى ا    الفصىو  ال.راسىية الحقيقيىىةي لىهىن   ر تم اقىلااتر عى.س هىىن ااسىلااتيجياا الفعالىة لتحسىىن 

                                           
* Mrs. ABDELLAOUI Karima 
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 لنتاج اللياذج اماتو ة  للغة الإنجليزيةي
 -السلبي التىأثير  - صعو ا الاتا ة لى.  طىنة اللغىة الإنجليزيىة -جائحة فيرلىس تورلىنا  -التعل  التعالى   :الكلمات المفتاحية

 استراتيجيات الكتابة

1 .Introduction: 

      Writing is one of the hardest skills to acquire even for ones’ mother tongue. This is 

basically due to the complexity of the skill since the process of writing goes through 

many steps and requires the application of a set of rules and the inclusion of different 

elements. For instance, when having a writing task, learners are required to make use 

of capitalization, punctuation and grammar rules, at the same time, they need to 

consider spelling, vocabulary and word selection that seems more daunting. Writing 

has a strong connection with the other skills; in fact, it is a collection of all the skills, 

i.e. when writing learners are supposed to exploit all what they heard and read and 

learnt from the lessons, this is on one hand. On the other hand, listening, speaking and 

reading skills are usually practised outside the classroom, while writing is practised 

inside the classroom. The last mentioned is the best and appropriate place to practise 

writing under the control and guidance of the teacher.  

1.1. E-learning in Higher Education 

       To respond to the demands of 21st century learners, higher education embraced 

technology and took advantage of online learning in parallel with traditional 

instruction. Furthermore, during the Corona virus pandemic that swept the world, the 

Algerian University was urged to adopt blended learning approach. The resort to such 

style of education was above all for the sake of meeting the students’ needs during the 

crisis. Blended Learning came to support traditional education not to replace the 

teacher and real classroom. 

In Actual fact, E-learning played an important role in the progress of education 

especially high education and learning languages; online learning proved its 

effectiveness for better learning and teaching processes since it allowed students to 

experience learning in different settings and it increased their motivation and 

autonomy to learn. For teachers, online courses saved their time and money and 

guaranteed flexible accessibility and successful evaluations of students. Nevertheless, 

it can never replace the teacher and the traditional way of teaching in the classroom. 

          As previously mentioned, it was necessary to adopt hybrid learning to solve 

students from losing their studies during the pandemic. However, after about three 

years far from the classroom and the atmosphere of learning, learners showed a 

catastrophic deficiency in the writing skill and the basics of writing were forgotten. 

 

1.2. The Nature of Writing Skill 
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The most challenging fact about writing is that a set of issues should be taken into 

consideration to ensure a successful writing product; Collins and Genther claimed:  

Much of the difficulty of writing stems from the large number of 

constraints that must be satisfied at the same time. In expressing an 

idea the writer must consider at least four structural levels: Overall 

text structure paragraph structure sentence structure (syntax), and 

word structure … clearly the attempt to coordinate all these 

requirements, is a staggering job”.                  Collins and Genther 

(1980: 62)  

  First, what to write: a sentence, paragraph or an essay, to decide the form and 

elements to be included. Second, why to write: to define something, describe, narrate 

or argument, in order to follow the directions for writing one of each. Then, to whom 

to write: to identify the level of formality. Next, it is necessary to apply capitalization 

and punctuation rules for the organisation of the written work. In addition, it is 

considerably required to pay attention to grammar rules and the appropriateness of 

spelling and word selection. Last, learners are supposed to provide outstanding 

information and valuable ideas taking into account all what was mentioned above 

without deviation from the main topic. In the table below, Raimes (1983) portrays the 

development of the writing process through the involvement of different qualities. 

 

 

Figure 1: Producing a Piece of Writing (Raimes,1983) 
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Furthermore, there are a number of steps or different stages that the writer goes 

through before the accomplishment of the final written product such as prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing and publishing (see Figure 2). 

 

 

Figure 2: Stages of the writing process 

For the reasons stated above, writing is considered to be the most difficult as well as 

complex skill to be learnt not only for learners of English as a foreign language but 

also for native speakers.  

 

1.3. The role of Classroom Interaction in the Learning Process 

Actually and as a personal belief, classroom is the perfect place to learn and practice 

writing, so they should make profit the maximum from it. Commonly, learning is to 

make errors and get corrected by the teacher. Besides, writing on the board is also very 

important and essential for learning a foreign language. In addition, doing different 

activities in class will enhance the learners’ vocabulary and knowledge of the 

appropriate spelling of words as well as expressions selection. It is also about learning 

the main elements and different forms of writing, starting from phrases, clauses and 

sentences to paragraphs and essays. Moreover, one of the privileges of the classroom 

is the opportunity to study in pairs and groups in an authentic atmosphere for learning 

through peer interactions.  
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1.4. Collaborative Learning 

None can ignore the immense role of group work at university; actually students learn 

better from their peers rather from their teacher. Students learn from their peers 

whether through working together in the classroom when doing different activities or 

having discussions in pairs or in groups. That is so called collaborative learning, which 

is considered to have a substantial influence on learners’ writing production. In a 

collaborative environment, Learners can interact freely without borders and can 

exchange vocabulary, ideas as well as techniques for learning that enhance their 

autonomy in learning. The absence of this crucial element of learning during the 

pandemic resulted into a clear struggle with the writing skill among learners of third 

year students.  

In fact, online learning offered lessons and was an important source for information for 

learners yet it prevented them from making profit from the different learning 

experiences taking place in class. Furthermore, no interaction and communication in 

the target language was likely at that period, neither with the teacher nor with peers. 

Peers collaboration does not only facilitate learning but also helps learners to grow 

intellectually and heighten their self-confidence as well as their learning motivation. 

 

2. Statement of the Problem 

        The written production of English students has been always the concern of almost 

all teachers at the department since final examinations, projects and dissertations are in 

the written form. Students have been struggling to write correctly and their deficiency 

in the writing skill was clear. Both their struggle and their deficiency were intensified 

after the pandemic and the lockdown. Thus the present research paper seeks to answer 

the following questions: 

1. What is the actual level of 3rd year English learners after the pandemic? 

2. How the absence of collaborative leaning due to the lockdown has affected 

negatively the writing skill. 

In accordance with the questions above and to carry out the investigation, the 

following hypotheses are proposed: 

1. 3rd year students at the department of English have a low level and demonstrate 

a clear deficiency in the writing skill.  

2. The absence of collaborative learning because of the corona virus pandemic has 

a negative impact on learning the writing skill.  

3. Data Collection 
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      The current research work is an exploratory study as it attempts at exploring 

learners’ major writing hindrances after the pandemic through diagnosing the situation 

under study. Qualitative research methods were used for collecting the data necessary. 

First, as a teacher of Written Expression, the researcher had the opportunity to 

examine the situation of teaching and learning written expression in real contexts as a 

participant-observer. Second, in order to understand the students’ lacks and needs 

along with the main difficulties encountered when writing, an examination and 

analysis of writings of some third year English students at Saida University was 

carried out by the researcher,  

 Both Classroom observation process and the examination of students’ writings 

provided qualitative data that put forward a profound analysis of learning the writing 

skill and thus, to identify students’ real level in writing as well as their major 

difficulties after the lockdown caused by the corona-virus pandemic.  

 

5. Participants and Methods of Selection 

The participants of the present research study are third-year students at the Department 

of English, Dr. Moulay Tahar University of Saida. The sample population selected for 

this investigation is 30 students from different groups. The motivation behind the 

selection of third-year students is to uncover the level of students whom their first 

experience at University was distance learning which prevented them from learning 

the language in its proper communicative context. Moreover, third year students would 

be more conscious about their existent language writing difficulties.  

 

6. Data Analysis 

Data gathered from the different sources cited above, classroom observation and 

worksheets’ analysis is analyzed. Through classroom observation and worksheets’ 

analysis, 50% of the students demonstrated low level in the writing skill, and 20% had 

an intermediate level, while only 30% of the students were successful at writing good 

enough essays. So far, there are three levels in the classroom, a category of students 

had an advanced level in writing with fertile imagination and stimulating style, a 

category with an intermediate level and a category with a low writing level. 
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Chart 1: Students’ writing level after worksheets analysis 

 

Through classroom observation, the researcher could classify the major difficulties 

encountered by students in the course of writing after the pandemic. First, most of the 

students have troubles in the first place with finding the equivalents to words and ideas 

from their mother tongue in the target language, English.  The second problem that 

students face when writing is the application of grammar rules, mainly verb tenses. 

Also, students have a difficulty with the use of conjunctions and coordinators. Some 

students have troubles with vocabulary; their papers were full of spelling mistakes. 

Finally, the majority of students find a difficulty to make use of the appropriate 

capitalization and punctuation marks.  

 

 
 

Diagram1: The major difficulties encountered by students when writing. 
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The investigation proved that the common mistakes encountered in students’ sheets 

were related primarily to word choice and suitable expressions in English, the use of 

the appropriate verb tense, the use of punctuation marks, the majority of students are 

not able to write an accurate paragraph free of mistakes connected to language use, 

grammar, spelling and punctuation rules. That is primarily due to the lack of the 

different interactions as well as communications taking place in the classroom because 

of the lockdown during the corona-virus pandemic. 

During classroom observation sessions, students showed different levels of motivation 

to write. There were only 5 students who were highly motivated to learn Written 

Expression subject and to apply the rules and their teachers’ instructions in their 

writings. Another category was formed of 13 students who were less motivated and 7 

students were passive, showing neither interest nor neglect to the process of writing. 

Moreover, there were 5 students who were out of the subject, with no motivation and 

concern to write and even to talk in English. 

 

Diagram2: Students’ degrees of motivation 

 

The results attained helped in the truthful depiction of the learning situation in Written 

Expression classrooms with its facts, lacks, and difficulties; the process that paved the 

way to set the foundation for new methods and strategies to be adopted in teaching the 

writing skill.  

 

7. The impact of Collaborative learning: A Real Classroom Experience 

To verify the power of collaborative learning on learners’ writing productivity, the 

researcher used a checklist as an assessment tool. The second semester was devoted to 

the study of paragraph writing and the main elements of a paragraph. The checklist, 

then, was meant to ensure learners’ understanding of the topic sentence, supporting 

sentences, and the concluding sentence. Learners were asked to work in groups and 
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that made them highly motivated to do the prompt. First, they were asked to select 

from a list the criteria of the topic sentence, as well as the supporting sentences and 

concluding sentence. Also they had lists of sentences from which they select the best 

topic sentences and concluding sentences. Working on groups made the learners very 

active and enthusiastic, unlike when it is an individual task they seem passive and 

perplexed. In addition, watching students’ interaction when doing the task made the 

teacher satisfied about the efforts they were showing in the classroom. Moreover, the 

results were satisfactory and proved that collaborative learning has a positive impact 

on learners’ writing Skills. For example, they were sharing ideas about the lesson, 

discussing the main elements of paragraph, in addition to correcting errors for each 

other either about the content, vocabulary or the pronunciation of words. Furthermore, 

learners’ had an opportunity to communicate and interact with their peers in the 

classroom which is a valuable experience that enable them to enhance their self 

confidence and their sense of leadership. Additionally, learners had a chance to acquire 

different skills such as learning skills, social skills and communication skills which are 

very important to extend learners’ knowledge and responsibility for learning. Most 

importantly, team work allowed students to improve their writing skill through 

practice with peers; they may even improve their handwriting through time. 

This experience confirmed that collaborative learning is a rich and rewarding 

experience that has a big influence on the learning process as a whole and the writing 

skill in particular. 

 

8. Recommendations 

In regard to the findings obtained from the investigation, the researcher proposes the 

following suggestions that might enhance the learners’ writing level, and that might 

also help them overcome their deficiency caused by the lockdown: 

 First of all, reading books, novels and short stories should be imposed as part of 

the students’ schedule and not only the subject of study. Libraries should be 

available at the faculty to encourage students for reading. 

 Moreover, teachers ought to increase students’ awareness about the 

significance and importance of practicing writing in the classroom, through, for 

example, free writing technique and tasks of ten minutes to express an idea or 

opinion in English.  

 Policy makers should afford spaces for students to practice writing outside the 

classroom, so that to work in pairs and groups, and to develop collaborative 

learning.  

 Along the course of written expression subject, every student should have 

different assignments, checklists and projects collected in a portfolio.  

 Finally, the approach adopted in teaching writing should be revised and new 

techniques and strategies should be executed, also material should be provided 
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at the department of English. There should be frequent study days to enhance 

students’ awareness about main issues related to their studies such as the 

essential role of self-confidence, autonomous learning, and the use of learning 

strategies in the achievement of success in their studies and at their future 

workplaces.  

 

 

9. Conclusion 

The objective of this research work is to examine the teaching/learning context in 

Written Expression subject at the Department of English. Besides, the investigation 

attempts to identify the major difficulties encountered by students and consequently to 

suggest the appropriate strategies to be adopted. The research revealed the noticeable 

deficiency in producing correct written forms in English among third year English 

students after the pandemic. The lack of classroom interactions and collaborative 

learning impacted negatively the writing skill, and an apparent deficiency was noticed 

among third year students when writing. Accordingly, some recommendations are 

required to overcome the negative impact of the pandemic and to boost the learners’ 

level in writing, such as to reinforce the reading skill among learners, to increase their 

awareness about the importance of practicing writing, to afford more places and 

opportunities where to practice writing, and finally, further researchers should take 

place to develop new strategies and methods for teaching and learning writing. 
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