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When one talks or writes about refugees in Algeria he has to be aware of the fact tha

are no books or artic les on this subject . 1 must admit that 1 came to conclus io

most writers give a little attention to human issues l ike the subject of refugee
focus on pol itical issues only . Furthermore

,
it is aston ish ing that public agencie

not keep files or documented information which can be used as a reference . It i

such reasons that th is paper wil l be based essent ial ly on the information provid

the interviewees or the official records of the Un ited Nat ion

OF A REFUGEF

-Whatis meant by a refugee here is a person who fled Algeria across the intern

frontier between 1 9 54 - 1 962 . When we use the term of a disperced person it i

by that an individual who fled homestead
,
village or forced to leave his hom

during the war of l iberation ( 1 9 54 - 1 962 ) but remained within the internationa

ofAlgeria . As for the term a returnee
,
it is intended to refer to a refugee an

disperced person . That is to say all the peop le who returned to their vi l lage fro

and Morocco or from concentrat ion camps inside Algeria . In this sense ,

is not a m igrant individual who leaves his residency for economic reasons o

po l itical asylum in another country voluntarily . A refugee in this paper is th

who is ob liged or forced to leave his country or his home for politica

to this criteria
,
the Algerian.(()

-migrantworkers in France are not considered to be refugees even a large pource

of these migrants consider themselves to be political refugees . They claim tha

1 Wi sh to express particu lar thanks and gratitude to Mr Sul tan Guebail i and Mr Mohamed El - Hadi

aou i who introduced me to the indiv idual s 1 interviewed and part icipated in the process of organ izing th

d iscussion s in Souk Ahras Derahma and Sidi Fred i in the wi l aya of Souk Ahras from Octobre 24 to 2 6 , 1 99C-

Thi s paper is prepared for Harare Sympos ium on soc ia l and econom ic aspects of mass vo luntary return of(**)
.1 99 1refugees from one African country to another , to be he ld in Harare ,

Zimbabwe in Marc

For further informat ion on the definition of a refugee ,
the reader i s advi sed to consult : In terna t iona

edi tion of 1 96 8
, p . 362 or consu l t the 1 9 5 1 United nations Conven t ion or the 1 967 United Nat ion
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they were ob l iged to leave Algeria during the war of l iberat ion ( 1 9 54 - 62 ) because th

settlers chased them from Algeri

FACTS ON REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSON

Before we d iscribe the soc ial and economic conditions of the returnees ,
it i

essential to present some facts on the Algerian refugees and displaced persons wh

1-9541,fledtheir vi l lages during the war of l iberation

-Asfor the refugees , it can be said that
,
in the beginn ing of the war , it was unco

for the majority of the people that one day they would be ob l iged or force

flee their country and live in exi le . But in 1 9 5 8 when things turned to the wors

each side tried to set up mi l itary operations and win the war
,
the civi l i lian

themselves squeezed between the French army and the Algerian rebels . Wha

things worse for most of fami l ies living in mountains and in internationa

of Algeria is the decision taken by the French army to burn mountains an

new arecs cal led
"

No man
'

s Land
"

. That is to say the peop le who used to liv

the frontiers must leave their homes
, properties and their lands if they wer

within 4 5 km from the Tun i s ian and Moroccan borders . As result of thi

the Algerian refugees began drifting out of Algeria since their towns an

were destroyed ,
their crops and cattle were taken ( 1 )

. But the influx of refugee

Tunisia and Morocco was s lown down when the French instal l ed the e l ectri fe

(The Chal le - Morice l ines) on each side of Algeria in late 1 9 5 8 and earl

1 9 59

300
,
000By the 1 962 the Algerian refugees in Tun isia and Morocco numbere

Accord ing to the officia l statistics of the Algerian Red Crescent , there were

1 60
,
000 refugees in Tunisia and 1 40

,
000 in Morocco . Of those 300

,
000 peop l

50% were children under fifteen years ofage ,
3 5% were women , and 1 5% wer

(2)men general ly too o ld or too iii to join the maqu i

for displaced persons who were forced to move to concentration camps , i

can be sa id that their condit ions d id not become critical or alarm ing unti

the French authorities started to expe l the civilians from their homes in th

which became the strong hold of Algerian fighters . But this process started tc

spread to other hot spots espec ially in late 1 9 5 7 when the French military author

decided te bring the population to camps during the day l ight and allow them t

back home in the even ing . However
,
this strategy was modified when the Frenc

authorities stepped up mi l itary operations aga inst the rebe ls . As the

ydecidedto relocate one mi l l ion paysants the French resorted to some sort of action
because they were convinced that France can not win the war if the c ivi l ian popul

are not separated comp letely from the ir compatriots .

"

By uprooting vi llager
the ir ancestral homes and field and p lacing them in barbed wire encampment

they l ived bewi ldered and l istless l ives
,
the French bequeathed to independen

a large improv ished and often psycho logical ly disturbed mass of th
(3)

،"

peop le

.19.hardand Joan Brace
, A lgerian vo ices , New - Yo rk : D . Van Nostrand Company ,

Inc .
,

1 96 5 , p
(1)ءأ"

.91.2(Ib id ,p)

.64.singofFrench A lgeria , London : Oxfo rd Un iversity Press , 1 966 , p
اى@،
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-Atany rate ,
in 1 9 5 8

,
the inhab itants of rural areas found themse lve s in conce

tration camps under the direct contro l of the m i l itary author it ies . According to th

avai lable on this subject , the number of disp laced persons
( ' ) (or the s

tween 1
,
2 50 ,000 versons andح

beings (stat ist ics of March 2 1
,

1 960) . Some French journal ists conveyed th

that the first number may be cons idered a reference to the hostages o

concentration camps and the second number may be a referenceهول

the wel l known concentrat ion camps and secret locations which were no

700
,
000

2 (
. According to the A lgerian sources there were

)

persons is the region of Constantine , 600 . 000 di sp laced versons in th

isp iaced persons in the region ofOran (3 )
. In short

,
th

persons were grouped in 3 42 5 camps guarded by the French army . Th

authorit ies c laimed that 1
,
200 camps were v i l lages and 222 5 were centers fo

resettlement which can be regarded as camp

?HOWDO THEY OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THEIR COUNTRY

Inسلاالماحلأأ fact
,
the Algerian refugees in Tun isia and Morocco did not have any di

.inobta in ing the information on the ir country . In the judgement of many refugee

ma in source of information was
"

the voice ofAlgeria
"

a daily programme of two

hours
,
broadcasted from Radio Tun is Rad io Tanger ( in Morocco) and Radio Cair

it gave them

about their country , provided them with the po int views of the ir nat iona

and conveyed to them what was the action taken on their behaf and h

remain vigi lants and mob il ized to serve their national cause . Furthermore ,

"

th

of Algeria
"

became a symbo l of hope and source of good news which wi l

to them one day and get the massage from the warring factions that the war i

(4)@overand they could return home and resume their normal li

addition to the radio
,
the refugees used to buy French newspapers (especial l

Monde) and El- Moudjah id which reflects the point of v iew of the Algeria

Perhaps , it is worth wh i le to mention here the fact that most refugee

to get together each even ing either in café shops or in centers where the

l ive
,
and ask one of them to read newspapers for them and analyze for them

the pol itical events in Algeria . The reason for such behaviour and social commun

is due to the fact that most of the refugees were unable to read and write an

some peop le they could not afford to buy newspapers

[Onealso may point out that the information about re latives and person

of refugees inside Algeria ,
is usual ly conveyed to them by te lephone or b

Sometimes the refugees communicate with their friends or re lative

France and obtain the essential informat ion on their country because it was ver

for them to get in touch with metropol itan France and there was a re laxe

on information coming from Franc

dans le campلم

.9601,412 ( France So ir,
i ssue ofApril)

.9601,62°3(El- Moudjah id,
issue

Mr Hassani Abdelkrim wrote an interesting book on the war of waves between the FLN and the French)
Government . For further information thi s sub iect , p lease read : Hassan i Abde lkr im , Guerella sans visage , A lge

,OPU

-9 3-



THE PROCESS OF REPATRIATIO

After the signature of the Evian Agreement
,
on March 1 8

,
1 962

,
the Algerian

refugees in Tunisia and Morocco started to prepare themselves for the eventu

back-home . Th is poss ibil ity of going back home
,
however

,
depended on th

taken by the executive Power or the provisional government forme

by the French and the A lgerian government in exi le . This government b

Vas supposed to govern Algeria until the outcome of self determinatio

had to be organ ized within time a l lowed between three months and si

Since it was stated in article 4 of Evian Accords that
"

the French force

stationed in the frontiers will not withdraw before the proclamation of the results o

determination
"

, the refugees could not enter Algeria until the interi

authorizes them to coure back to their home

the dilemma of civi l war between the French government and its right win

army organization (O .A . S) wh ich seemed to be determined to keep Algeri

postponed the return of refugees unti l Apri l 1 962 when the joint commissio

the newly created Franco - A lgerian provisional government) started to negotiat

the O . A . S and put and end to the local resistence by the French settlers agains

(1)
the Evian Accords which stipulated tha

abroad can re - en ter A lgeria . Comm ittees to be set up inMorocco and«

tate th is return . D isp laced persons who have been regroupedْا3أيمكاحرحْلم@

.cancorne back to their p lace ofabode or normal res idenc

take the prelim inary soc ial, econom ic and otherأل@ا

.

(2)
""

measuresلمعنم dest ined to insure the return ofChose peop le to a norma

any rate , it was in Avri l 1 962 that a committee of High Comm issariat for

Refugees (UNHCR) decided to participate in the process of repatriation of refugee

the Algerians and the French authorities welcomed the move ,
and th

authorities worked together to set up a central committee for the repatriatio

the refugees ,
in addition to 3 subcommittees composed of three member

seems to be very interesting about the pre l iminary steps of repatriation i

fact that the Algerian Red Crescent and the UNHCR Co - operated with each

other and made al l the necessary arrangements for the repatriation of the refugee

the Franco - Algerian authorities faci l ited the process of the ir return to Algeri

According to eye witnesses
,
there was a sharp différence between th

ا+؟

refugees to leave everything and return home without taking any thing wit

But this in itial dec ision was reversed and new instruction was given t

(3)5 1 1
،
tents and their be longing with them

.Withregard to the efforts made by the UNHCR for the repatriation of refugee

was able to set up 1 2 medical teams and bring in 1 5
,
000 tents and provided th

from the Moroccan and the Tun isian centers to the Algerian border

the French and the Algerian authorities faci l itated the process of crossing th

hcorder

.76.Accordsd
'

Evian , Alger : Office des Pub l ications Un i versita ires , 1 9 8 6 , pق(()

.18.vianin Ben Khedda
'

s book , op .

- c it , p"شلأ

.3(Thi s informat ion was con veyed to the au thor in a group d i scuss ion with former refumees in Bani Abba

1 990,25hras
, on Thu rsday Octobeytilapicinumہrof Sid i Fredj Da ira de Merahna , w i laya de Sou
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In Morocco the process of repatriat ion of refugee s began on May 1 0
,

1 962 an

ended on Ju ly 2 5
,

1 962 . There were 6 1
,
400 persons who rece ived a id from th

comm ittee in charge of the refugees . In Tun isia
, the process of repatriation starte

1 20
,
006official ly on May 30

,
1 9 62 and continued unti l Ju l y 20

,
1 962 . There wer

perlons who rece ived a id from the comm ittees in charge of the refugees . The cost o

for the UNHCR tota led about 1
,
24 1

,
000 US Dol lars . According to th

of the UNHCR
,
there were 200

,
000 individua ls who rece ived ass istanc

(1)from the committees in charge of refugees after the arriva i of returnees to Algeri

former refugees were asked why the number of refugees in Tun is ia and

Morocco was estimated to be around 300
,
000 but on ly about 200

,
000 returne

with them offic ia l documents that they were refugees , the answer to thi

was that the refugees on the borders were ab le to cross the frontiers and go

back home on their own in itiatives . If they were caught by the French authoritie

wou ld be sent back to Tun is ia or Morocco . I f they were not caught , they jus

home very qu ickly in order to find out what had haopened to the ir re lative

(2)and propert ie

ought to be stressed here is the fact that most of the refugees returne

before the first of Ju ly 1 962
,
because the FLN wanted them to participate in

.thereferendum of se l f- determ ination which was scheduled for Ju ly 3 , 1 962 . In fac

leaders of the FLN were afra id that the French author ities may influence th

of events by induc ing its loyal al lies to vote
"

No
"

or aga inst the creation of a

state in A lgeria . Indeed
,
the returnees adopted the strategy of the FL

encouraged everybody to vote mass ive ly
"

Yes
"

which meant the creation of

state in Algeria . Obv iously ,
the results of the referendum which took p lac

Ju ly 3 , 1 962 confirmed the success of returnees in influencing the process o

Out of 6
,
000

,
000 voters

,
5

,
9 7 1

,
5 8 1 voted

"

Yes
"

and only 1 6
,
5 3 4 vote

،،)3(No
،،

It should be emphasized here
,
however

,
that each refugee dec ided by h imse l

to return back home and the Algerian authoritie s arranged and Co - ord inate

différent centers so that they can fix the dates and provide the means o

for every refugee . As for the logistica l prob lems of tave ll ing home
,
i

wel l known fact that a large pourcentage of the refugees crossed the borders i

belong to the Algerian army of liberation . Thi s decis ion was taken by the

Algerianأ+لماحا1 authorities because the comm ittees in charge of refugees found it d

generate fonds and vehicu les for the transportat ion of refugees . In this w*y ,
th

of shortage in cash and the strong desire of the returnee s to go back home

qu ickly since the Evian Accords al low them to return at any time they whishe

ح+

PROBLEMS OF REINTEGRATION

,Thetragedy ofmost of the Algerian returnees was that they found
"

No home

lobs and perhaps on ly a l imited we lcome . Certa in ly those who stayed and
"

Wo

.31
.1(United Nat ions ,

Rappor t du Hau t Comm issa ire pour les Réfugiés ,
New - York ,

1 964
,

Mohamed Ben A l i Gueba i l i
,
bore on Ap r i l 24

,
1 9 1 2

,
refugee in Tun is i a un ti l 1 962

,
interviewed o

October 24 ,
1 990 in Sid i Fredj

400.3(P ierre Montagnon ,
La Guerre d

'

A lgérie,
Pari s : Pygmal ion Gérard Wate let ,

1 984
,p)
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the war
"

may be less than generous with those that return
"

. For instance
,
on Ma

5 , 1 962
"

there was no indication any p lace that efforts , any p lans were being mad

(1)
ass ist them in the repatriation in A lgeri

It can be stated in the beginn ing of this section that the in itial destination of th

Algerian returnees on arr ivai in Algeria were the centers which were designated fo

reception . As a matter of fact , the organ izers in Tun is ia and Morocco did

exce llent job because each refuge was provided with h is card of refuge and tran

to the c losest trans it centre where he is supposed to be rece ived and rejo in hi

as eas ily as poss ib le . In other words
,
there were very few returnees wh

in transit centers . Practically ,
everybody jo ined h is family or went back t

.hishom

nks to the aid received from relatives who stayed behind ,
the returnees wer

to buy food ,
cloths

,
and resume normal l ife . What was very hurting for most o

returnees is the fact that most of their houses were destroyed during the war an

lacked funds to reconstruct them as rap idly as possib le . In reality ,
what prove

be helpfu l for the returnees was their properties , catt les or stores they left behind

when they sought refuge in Tun is ia and Morocco . As soon as they returned hom

of the returnees found a lot ofmoney waiting for them because the people wh

left behind inside Algeria had exp loited their properties , saved 50% of th

,revenuefor the original owners . In the judgement ofMohamed Ben Ali Guebail

old
,
owner of several hectares of land in the mun icipal ity of Sidi Fredj , daira o

wilaya of Souk Ahras :
"

without the money received from these who lefi

(2)1 962behind and exploited our land
, probab ly we wi l l not be ab le to survive i

Guebail i
,
however

,
indicated that there were many returnees who brought wit

some money from abroad . He revealed that thousands of refugees took som

with them when they left the country ,
and natural ly invested their savings i

economic projects . Such investment was very fruitful and many refugees mad

gain

Mr Guebai l i affirmed that he received once a l ittle aid from the

33400because)ط(،ع@ he asked fot it (about,

declared that they never rece ived any financial aid from the Algeria

In fact
,
Mr Ammar Houas

,
45 years o ld ,

artisan or craftsman who i s

repairer of guns ,
den ied that the government had given any financ ial aid to anybod

he was asked how did he resume normal l ife after his return in 1 962 withou

Mr Houas answered this question by saying that he and his father fled

during the war of liberat ion and resumed the ir activities in that country . I

he sa id
"

we started from zero when we returned . Fortunetely for us , w

with us some money from outside ,
in addition to other revenues fro

'rentedland to the peop le who were left behin

short
,
the absence of any financ ial a id to the returnees from the Algeria

or the repatriat ion committees made it necessary for the returnees to go

back to the ir home towns and resume normal l ife there . In a group discussio
Ammar Bouhencher

,
7 1 years o ld ,

mayor of the mun icipal ity of Merahna fro

.207.1(Brace
,
op

- c it ,p)

,2(
Mohamed Ben A l i Gueba i l i born on Apr i l 24

,
1 9 1 2

, is a farmer in Sid i Fredj , w i laya de Souk Ahra
interv iewed on Wednesday October 24

,
1 990 in Sid i Fred

Amar Houas
, born on Augu st ,

1 4
,

1 945
,
art i san

,
in terv iewed in hi s work shop in M erahna

,
w i laya de Souk).9901.25Ahras Thu rsdav Octobe

-9 6-



1 962 to 1 97 1 revealed to us that h is municipal council of 7 members d id not hav

any money to give to former refugees . In the beginning he said
"

we rece ived l imite

aid and we gave 30 FF to each returnee possessed a carte of refugee . Bu

symbolic aid which came to the Daira (Sous - Préfecture) of Souk Ahras at tha

was interrupted because there was shortage of funds
"

. In his judgment
,

"

th

who m igrated to big towns
,
returned to the municipality and resume

in farms because they cou ld not fend jobs in b ig chies , and they were obliged t

back and cultivate land . Without exp loiting ferti le lands , the people could fac

He asked :
"

what do you expect the returnees to do in order to live)
،

and feed their famil ies? There was no choice for them except to cu ltivate land an

for the crops
"

. Mr Bouhencher informed his l istners that
"

fortunately for the

9621returnees that the Europeans quit and left their crops behind them in Jun

returnees benefited from the crops and supp l ied their famil ier with suffic ien
"

corn and barle

it should be pointed out here that most of the returnees and disp lace

were not skilled and were unable to do any thing else except to cu ltivat

1land . Furthermore
,
the Algerian leaders were invo lved in political struggle i

no one oferd or presented an economic programme which was aimed at gettin

of unemp loyment
, poverty and misery . This sad atmosphere coincided with th

upset of the social system as a result of the war . In fact
,
there were a few peop le

who were living in fairly good conditions , but they were upset by the vrolonged war

-eitherbecause they took sides in the war or because they were very poor and posse

nothing before 1 962 , but thanks to the revolution , they jo ined the FLN and took

part in the fight against the French settlers and eventual ly emerged as the winner

those peop le who participated in the war of liberation were entitled to ge

but the returnees were not entitled to pet any thing from the governmen

addition to the problem of social unequal ity created by the war ,
there was the

fantastic prob lems of 300
,
000 orphans , 3

,
000

,
000 disp laced person s in camp

jailed persons ,
700

,
000 individuals who moved from rural areas to bi

(2)towns , and the population of 8
,
000 villages which were completely de stroye

really fac ilitated the process of reintegration of the returnees is the war

between the peop le who remained in Algeria and their compatriots wh

the country and came back in 1 962 . There was a mutual need of each other
,
an

lack of skilled versons (especially in agriculture) induced all individuals t

operate with each other . Mr Salah Saadi
,
who was only 20 years old in 1 962 sai

"

should not forget the fact that every family had suffered from the loss ofman

who used to cultivate land and raise cattle . The death or disappearance of

uch versons from the market of labour , created vacuum in the field of agricultur

the people sought the help and ass istance of each other
"

. Mr Saadi who work

as taxi driver in the municipal ity ofMerahna ,
said that

"

there was no feeling o

or gap between the refugees who returned and their compatriots wh

behind in Algeria
"

(3 )
. In the judgement of Mr Saadi

,

"

The ones who cul

make the adjustment were the children who could not fend schoo ls near thei

.1(Ammar Bouhencher ,
bom in 1 9 1 9

,
was the first mayor of the munic ipal ity ofMe rahna

,
Dai ra de Souk hra

1971Denartment de Annaba (ex - Bône) from 1 962 to

.94.2(FLN La Charte d
'

A lger,
Constantine: Edition du journal An - Nasr 1 964

,p)

.1 990,253 ( Salah Saad i , bore in 1 942
,
taxi driver ,

in terviewed in Souk Ahras on Thursday Oc tober)
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homes . While in exile
,
the children used to find schools in the area where the

,usuallylive . But after their arrivai back home
,
they encoutered great difficultie

because schools where very for away from the ir homes or because there wer

teachers
"

. Mr Saadi indicated that
"

many peop le volunteered to take th

in rural areas to big cities in tractors because there were no busus availab l

the transportation of adu lts or chi ldre

brief
,
the returnees found it very d ifficu lt to gain their l ivings because there

were no specific projects or economic programmes to help them . The lack of finan

-cialass istance from the government which had an empty treaseary ,
made it nece

for the returnees to rely on themselves and understand that international and

state assistance was des igned to help the refugees survive unti l the end of the wa

the independence of the country has been achieved
,
al l the Algerians have t

on themselves onl

THE ROLE OF RETURNEES IN LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN

it is essential to mention here the fact the urgent need for the Algeria

in 1 962 is to reestablish order after the end of the 7 1 /2 year war fo

and the serious effects of the mass exodus of French administrator

techn icians . In fact
,
the treasury of the newly created Algerian state was empt

the economy was sti ll tied to that of France .

"

With 4 1 /2 mi l l ions Algerian

to be in a state of total poverty ,
it was only American surplus wheat tha

kept the population al ive over the first months of independence
" "

( 1 J

-Whatis needed to be stressed here is that most of the returnees were disi l lusi

and disappointed when they real ized that the Algerian state was uncapab le o

them with the necessary assistance . But they were happy that thei

has become independent and they are no longer humi l iated or exploited b

European settlers

-Inreal ity ,
the lack of assistance from the government or international organiz

induced the returnees to organ ize themselves and make their livings . Thei

of revenue for investment in local projects came from

.(...1(Money earned while abroad (rented farms , cattle , commerce et

Savings brought from outside Algeria

.3(Extra revenue supp lied by re latives or migrant workers in Franc

Sale or renting parce ls of land to other peop l

fact
,
Mr Bouhencher

,
who was mayor ofMerahna from 1 962 to 1 97 1 wa

c lear about the issue of self- re l iance .

"

Since the government did not have an
ycashavailable for assistance

,
what do you expect us to do? to die? There was n

but to rely on ourse lves and each one has to take care of himse l f
'

(2 )
. When

ate ly for us4لأه)راس@71أول4"@3لماول+4س@3هم1ث@؟269@اء3هآ":4لا+ول ثا@*@@؟43:"لثاه14

ere was the American corn and wheat wh ich were distributed as a donation by th
in exchange for bu i lding roads , school s and p lanting trees

"

. Then , h

.540.1(Al ista ire Horn
, A savage war ofPeace , A lgeria: 1954 - 1 962

,
London : Mc Mi l lan 1 9 7 7 ,n)

.25
2 ( Amar Bouhencher

, mayor o t the city of Me rahna from 1 9 62 to 1 9 7 1 in terv iewed on Thursday October
)
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.1962added :
"

one shou ld not forget the fact that if we survived in the summer of

-thanksto the crops left behind by the French farmers . We just went to the aband
'nedfarms and brought in the harves

In brief
,
thanks to the joint e fforts of the returnees and the people who staye

Co - operation between

owners and unemp loyed returnees so lved partial ly the problem of cult ivin

lands . It is th is type of productive work that enabled farmers and workers i

agriculture to produce bas ic food local ly and make it ava i lab le to the peop le in th

local market

nately for the returnees and the farmers in general , unlike the European

used to own large farms and use modern machines and equ ipments to get th

resu lts of their harvests
,
they worked on sma l l farms and the p lots , whethe

the property of the tribe
,
a fami ly or individuals ,

are worked jointly by a

Kin group ,
and al l members of the fami ly share in the field work . Furthermor

of cu lt ivation were general ly primitive because of ignorance of bette

lack of cap ital for investment in machinery and improvement of the lan

the smal l size of the p lots . What a lso hurted the returnees most is the rap id

of population to the extent that the land availab le to subsistence has becom

to support them and their famil ies . As a resu lt of th is , many farmers ar

to seek supp lementary income by working on a commercial farm or t

(1)migrate to the cit

of al l those problems
,
the returnees succeded in preventing massiv

of young workers to cities or to France . Many groups of the returnee

ab le to revive interest in agricu lture and induce unemployed workers to b

in productive programmes . In fact
,
the returnees very often hired laborer

needed , and seasonal workers , including many women and chiidren . They als

the government to undertake some programmes to provide young labourer

ferti lizers and insecticides to build smal l irrigation works for their benefits , an

(2)to introduce the use of tractors for plowing

efforts of the returnees and the encouragement of the government by givin

loans to buy mach ines and tractors boosted the moral of returnees an

them to work harder in their home areas and create some sort of social an

prosperity at their local leve

it can be said that the returnees have had strived to change the i

and social environments and have done what ever they could with in the i

to reach the ir goals of providing food and she lter for their fami l ies
,
an

security for their home areas . In general , they have contributed to th

being of their relatives . Certain ly ,
the returnees have never achieved sel

and reached a high standard of living ,
but it is qu ite accurate to say that3لماا

he returnees have had contributed to the stability of the Algerian society . Instead o

nomads as a result of the war of independence with its direct destruction

of an imais and its indirect effects on land and the regroupement of the populatio

returnees made fan tast ic efforts to rebu ild flocks and herds and induced th

to import thousands of head of cattle from Europe ,
and eventual l

meat and proteine to al l Algerians . At least
,
they have suceeded i

.379.rA lgeria ,
Washington D . C : U . S Government printing office ,

1 964
, p

Ib id,p)
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reducing imported meat
,
cereals

,
and dairy products and

, thus , participated i

,meetingpartial needs of the Algerian soc iet

GOVERNMENT POLICIES , PROGRAMMES AND THEIR EFFECTS O

RF, INTEGRATIO

When the A lgerian leadership took over in 1 962
,
Mr Ben Bel la

,
the firs

president of independent Algeria ,
was faced with the prob lem of 2 millions peop l

one hal f the labor force unemp loyed ( ' )
. In order to make pol itical gains , Mr Be

demanded in the autumn of 1 962 the revision of the Evian Agreements an

that his government was not bound by them and annonced that thos

were incompatib le with the Tripoli Programme of June 1 962 (2 )
• Thi

strictly in breach ofEvian Agreements
,
and they were going to have a negative

effect on the pol icies and programmes adopted by the Algerian governmen

it was stipu lated in the Evian Agreements that there would be fre

of workers between France and Algeria . This wou ld have helped man

Algerians to seek lobs in France . But the departure of one million o

settlers to France in 1 9 62 and the nationalization of the ir properties by th

government , induced the French government to request the revis ion o

Agreements . On July first , 1 964 France decided to regulate the movement o

toward France in accordance with the ab il ity of the French economy t

the migrant workers . For the Algerian Government this represented
"

since it must balance the fact that approximatively 2 mi l lions Algerian

on the earn ings and fami ly al lowances remitted by their men i

(3)
""

Franc

brief
,
the Algerian Government decided in early September of 1 962 to help

the returnees . But the unexpect exodus of one mill ion Europeans after indepe

resulted in blocking the French financial aid because the Algerian

1 963Government has decided in 1 963 to nationalize the vacant properties . In Jun

French Government decided to reta in the financial aid to Algerian Governmen

was supposed to be around one bil lion New Francs . This huge amount o

which was retained by France was used to compensate European farmer

land had been seized by the Algerian Government (4)
. Thus , the 2 . 5 millio

of European lands which were vacated by their owners and taken over an

by the Algerian workers who had been emp loyed on the farms , ruined th

of returnees to get financial aid from the Algerian stat

real ity ,
when one talks about the po l icies and programmes undertaken by th

the reference is undoubtedly to the agricultura l sector wh ich is th
of the Algerian economy . The paysants form 70% of the population . Ou

1 1 m i l l ions
,
7 m i l l ion Algerians lived in rural areas and derived the ir l ive l ihon

from agricu ltural act ivi ties (5 )
. Th is explains why the fi rst programme of th

Programme which wasفي

.approvedin May 1 962 and it ca l led for the reform and modern ization of agricu ltur

,142.forA lgeria ,
Wash ington D . C : U . S Governmen t pr in t ing office ,

1 964 , pئ،لم؟(()

.540.2(Home , op
-

c it .
,o)

.80.forA (geria ,
op

- c it . , p

Ib id
,p)

.83-82.5(Arsa lam Humbarac i
,
A lgeria: a revolu t ion tha t

,/â iled , New - Yo rk : Praeger ,
1 966 , rp)
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-Itwas in the beginn ing of 1 96 3 that the governmen t dec ided to des ign pr

wh ich would he lp the returnees and other unemp loyed workers . In Marc

963 the Min istry of Agricu lture dec ided to in i t iate the agrer ian reform by creat in
so cal led au togest ion (se l f- management) sector . This pol icy was conce ived as a

system based on workers
'

management of the ir own affairs through e lected
offic iais and Co - operat ion with the state through a direc tor and nat iona l

v

agenc ie

state had the function of gu iding ,
counse l ing and Co

- ord inat ing the ir act iv i t ies
"

whi th in the framework of an evo lving nat iona l p lan
"

. Th is was seen as a stage in th

This sector represented.(()

2of irrigated lands
,
and consi sts of2

,
300 mechan ized state farms that cover mor tha

m i l lions hectares of the best agricu l tura l land . These state farms emp loy abou

80
,
000 permanent and 1 00

,
000 seasonal workers or about 20% of agricu l tural labo

Through the M in istry ofAgricu lture ,
the state appoints a manager on each far

ensure that land deve lopment conforms w i th nat ional p lann ing objectives . Th

. The ma in prob lem in thes

is that the bureaucracy contro ls them and the farms cou ld not ach ieve the i

I t was a lso easy to deotect that the peop le who work on the farms were no

or specia lized in agr icu l tur

shou ld be emphasized here that the po l ic ies and programmes of the Algeria

in the area of agricu lture were a imed at expanding agr icu ltura

in order to meet the needs of an in terna i market . The Algerian author

were also hoping to change rura l ways of l i fe and ra ire the standards of l iv ing i

countryside to that or urban leve l . Furthermore
,
the reforms in the agricu l tura

were aimed at preventing the exodus of pansants from rura l areas to ove

and under services in cit ie

unt i l 1 990
,
those reforms , have not achieved the des irab le resu lts . Th

may have earned sa lar ie s but they could not partic ipate in the process o

the internai market i s weaker than before . The efforts by th،eول@

.officiaisto s low down the exodus from rural areas to b ig cit ies have fai le

good intentions of state officia i s to he lp the returnees and create programme

policies which encourage them to work and improve the ir standard of l iving ,
di

work out
,
ma in ly because the soc ial i st reg ime in Algeria deprived the paysants

of in itiatives and bureaucracy imposed heavy restrictions on the workers . Furthe

in a soc ia l ist state l ike Algeria , the means of production were owned an

contro l led by the state and consequently the private sector was put as id

other words
,
the po l ic ies of the governmen t were a imed at encouraging th

to re ly on the programmes and projec ts prepared by the officia is instead o

heavy"

bureaucracy ,
overcentra l ized dec i s ion making ,

and widespread instances o

mismanagement
, pr ice fix ing ,

b lackmarketeering ,
and interventions o

m iddlemen and commerc ia l profiteers have in comb inat ion revealed a

fundamental prob lem with a strategy of the reforms
,
name ly the pol i tical mobil iz

In essence
,
this means that the centra l)

"

,1986,ed,Bou lder Co lo rado : West View Pre ss-

(()
.1 41-140.no

.421.2(Ib id,p)

.451.3(Ente l i s , ov
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,governmentrather than the peasantry itself determ ined the priorities of plannin

production and pricing . It was for such reasons that peasants have been stripped o

their ecological and sociological meaning .

"

Feeling alienated and isolated ,
the ne

.

(ا)
"

"ruralworker cou ld no longer ident ify with the land upon which he was workin

The programme which worked very wel l in 1 962 - 1 963 was
"

operatio

construction programme
"

which aimed at providing 400 ,
000 jobs to poor peop le i

rural areas . What is very interesting about th is programme is that the workers wer

by the Un ited States agricu ltural surp lus . One of the most pleasant surprises

2 5during our trip from the mun icipal ity of Merahna to Ben i Abbas on Octobe

was that the route we took was built by the American a id . Our taxi drive

Brazgu ia , reminded us that most of the returnees worked and paved thi

in 1 963 and
"

thanks to the American oi l , wheat , and corns that the forme

When the mayor).

the city ofMerahna from 1 962 to 1 9 7 1
,
Mr Bouhencher was asked why did yo

the American aid to the returnees to build roads? He qu ickly answered me b
"

the aid was a donation and it was supposed to be given to the poor , but we

"decidedto make them do something like bu ild ing roads instead of remaining idl

lie added
,

"

we have had received instructions from the wi laya of Annab

(3)
""

Bône) to create some jobs for the people who rece ive American ai

of shortages in funds ,
it was the pol icy of the Algerian government t

many people who suffered from the war . In the area of social protection o

victims of the war and widows
,
the government decided to coure to thei

Accord ing to the law N
°

63 - 99 of Apri l 2 ,
1 963

,
the victims of the wa

cou ld not work because they were disable ,
they were al lowed to get pensions u

3
,
600 New Francs each year

(4 )
. The same law authorized the Ministry o

to pay 30 New Francs each month to each chi ld of the victim of the war . I

to that
,
each child rece ived a scholarship from the government as long as h

to school . W idows were authorized by the law to receive pension and allowanc
(5)4of 30 New Francs on each ch i l

.13In the field of employment
,
the Algerian government decided on Augus

to facil itate the reintegration of refugees and part ic ipants in the war o

by ordering al l departments in the nation to allocate 1 0% of jobs to th
of the war (6 )

. It was specified in thi s law that the victim s of the wa r wer

to get 1 0% ofava i lable jobs in each enterprise e ither publ ic or private ,
in th

cu ltural or industrial sectnr

May 3
,

1 96 5 the Algerian government decided to create new jobs for th
of the war . Initially ,

it was dec ided to distribute 2
,
500 permits on the victim

the war so that the unemployed individuals could acquire stores to sell cigarette

success of this operat ion induced the.+ط

to expand this type of perm its to sma l l towns where the individual s i

areas suffered from unemp loymen

.1 45.1(Ib id
,p)

.2(Mohamed Brazgu ia ,
tax i d river

, bon on Ju ly 1
,

1 9 5 6 in terv iewed on October 2 5
, 1 990 in Beni Abbas)

1ا 9 7
3 ( Ammar Bouhencher

, the fi rst mayor the• mun ic ipa l i ty of Merahna , Souk Ahras . from 1 962 to)
"

9901,25
interv i ewed in Ben i Abbas on Thursday October

.9631.24( Article 5 of th e law N
°

6 3 - 9 9 ofApril)

,9631,2
5 ( Artic l e 29 of the law N

°

6 3 - 99 o fAp r il)

.9631.126( Art ic l e 1 2 of th e l aw N
°

6 3 - 32 1 ofA ugust)

.9651,3
3 9 ( Art icl e 2 ,

of th e Decree (Execu tive orde r) N
'

6 5 - 1 37 ofMav)
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A s im i lar action was taken a lso in 1 96 5 to create new jobs for the v ict ims of th

It was on May 3
,

1 96 5 that the Algerian government dec ided to creat

in each wi laya (Department) and distribute permits of acqu iring tax is
1 (

. In fact
,
this act ion gener

thousands of new jobs and large number of refugees who settled in rura l area

from this decre

On December 30
,

1 96 8 the Algerian authori ties came up w ith new concept o

the victims of the war . The new idea was to give loans to these who part ic

or suffered during the war of l iberat ion and g ive them chance to buy machine

estab l ish industrial un its for production (2 )
. Thanks to the se loans many peop l

the in itiat ive to construct factories and invest in cap ita l goods . What was ver

about these loans was that the rate of interest on the loans did not excee

reimbursement of loans given by : Le Crédit Pop ula ire d
'

A lgérie wi l l b e،5/5@وللأ(

.in the coming 1 5 year

for the orphan s ,
espec ial ly the children of the peop le who died for th

cause
,
the government created spec ia l schools for them and took care o

them unti l 1 98 8 as far as 1 know . Mr Arezki Sa lhi who was in charge of

l ties+5@ل

they came back to Alger ia ,
because they were used to Tun isian programmes o

and suffered from the quest ion of age . That is why the Algerian M in istr

Educat ion decided in 1 962 to create specia l schoo ls for them in oran
,
Constantin

A lgiers . but at the end
,
the comm ittee in charge of th i s programme succeded i

a special school which admitted the former pup i ls in Tun i s ia and Morocc

who were between the age of 1 2 - 1 8 years old . Mr Sa lhi ind icated that abou

completed the ir education in th is spec ial schoo l which i s cal led now: Lycé

Ibnس@(3) Khal dou

CAUSES FOR THE SUCCESS FOR REINTEGRATIO

real ity ,
the Algerian returnees (about 200 ,

000 persons) , di sp laced person

individuels) , and 400
,
000 j ailed persons have succeeded in resumin

life ,
largely because they re l ied on themse lves and there were favorabl

which worked in the ir favor . What is ought to be kept in mind is th

the Alger ian authorities and international organizations , including th

have had worked very hard to rescue the refugees and save their lives b

regu lar aid and ass istance to them while the war was going on in thei

But once the war was over and no longer in danger or peri l , the returnee

to rely on themse lves and so lve their prob lems in the ir own manners . Ifwe tak

cons ideration this fact , we wi l l understand why the returnees have succeeded in

resum ing their norma l l ife without wait ing for aid of their government or intern

organizations

the returnees to be re integrated in the ir society is

informai organ ization and the phi losophy of se lf- re l iance . When the forme

Decret N
°

6 5 - 1 40 du 3 Mai 1 9 6 5 re lati faux l icences de taxis)

.96912 ( Ordonnance N
°

6 8 - 6 54 du 30 Décemb re 1 96 8 portant loi de finance pou

Arezki Salhi ,
co - ord inator of academ ic programmes of schoo l s fo r the Alger ian refugees in Tun i s i a fro r

1,121 9 5 8 to 1 9 62 . Interv iewed in hi s office ofUnesco in Alg i ers on Sunday Oc tobe

-1 0 3-



-refugeeswere asked the vita l question : How did you manage and succeeded in prov

food and she lter to your family in 1 962? The answer ofmost the returnees was

that
"

we got in touch with the peop le who remained behind and exp loited our land

and took care of our cattle unti l we came back . When we returned bac

home ,
we received our share of profits and benefits from our properties during th

of absence
-

0 )
. As for the returnees whose land was exp loited by European

1 962sett lers , they took over and replaced the french settlers who left the country i

the case of landless individua ls or simp le workers
,
they received tents fro

committees in charge of repatriated refugees , and municipalities provided them wit

on montly basis . Mr Guebaili confirmed the fact that the state helped ,
i

its fighters and veterans of the war of l iberation . But the state also provide

with seeds of wheat and barley . Th is was a lso the point of view o

Bouhencher , the former mayor of the city ofMerahna from 1 962 to 1 97 1 . In

sense ,
the state he lped its veterans ofwar and paysant to get seeds , but the bi

hoost to the returnees came from informa i arrangements with other compatriot

exploited their properties and submitted to them their shares of profits whe

returnees reached their vi llages

-Thesecond factor which helped the returnees to survive is the massive depa

of the French settlers in 1 962 . The exodus of Europeans helped the returnees i

doub le way . They lived on the crops left behind in June 1 962
,
and worked o

2 . 5 mi l lions acres of European land
,
mort of it in large domaines owne

by individuals or agricultural compan ies
"

. Those farms wh ich were vacate

(2 )
. In a way ,

the@

of one mill ion Europeans and some 20
,
000 Algerians who were attache

France , generated and created at least one mil lion opportun ies to replace the

find sources of incom

third source of income or the returnees and the Algerian Government
,
a

was the Algerian migrant workers in France . It is we l l known fact in Algeria

1 962that the migrant workers in France who where around 600
,
000 persons i

the main source of funds for the Algerian revolution and ,
in independence the

became the princ ipal source of revenue for their fami lies in Algeria . Accordin

to the statistics
,
the migrant workers have had sent to their famil ies in A lgeri

of French Francs in 1 9 5 5 . Furthermore
,
the A lgerian migrant workers i

reduced the pressure on the government in the area of emp lovment . Fo

in 1 963 there were 50
,
443 individua ls left Algeria to France and anothe

migrant

in France who are around 900
,
000 persons in 1 990

,
have had a lways helpe

fami lies and their government to receive a large sum ofmoney (especially har

which was used to buy goods and services and provide education for th

of Algeria . It was for such reasons that the Algerian government has alway
the m igrant workers in France to invest their money in Algeria an

them with socia l ass i stance wherever they l ive in France

-Thefourth factor wh ich he lped the returnees and the ir children to be reintegr

was the aid received from the Arab states . What is needed to be emphas ized her

the fact that the returnees wanted the government to focus on the field o

1 ( Su l tan Gueba i l i
,
Son of a farme r

,
interv iewed on Fr iday October 26

,
1 990 in the c i ty of Souk Ahras an

1,25pa rt i cipated in the group discuss ion in Ben i Abba s on Oc tober

.3 76.2(U . S A rmy ,
A rea Handbook for Algeria ,

op .

- c it . ,p)

1 9 5.D,1 9 79 , Pج
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educat ion and give chance to their sons to rece ive a good education and compete fo

positions . Furtheremore
,
it was the po l icy of the Algerian government to tra in

the adu lts and rep lace the Europeans who fled the country after the independenc

the treasury of the newly formed government was empty , the a id from Ara

was very vita l to the success of the government actions to provide educat io

the pup i ls and tra in ing for adu lts . It was the big hope of the A lgerian authorit ie

coure up with new programma of train ing Algerian s who cou ld rep lace th e

534c ia i

adu lts shou ld not rema in idles or coun t on the government to give them an

In other words
,
the local officia is were asked to use fu l ly the existing schoo l

give the adu lts chance to be tra ined and to do something to he lp themse lves an

fami lies . Th is message was we l l rece ived by the Algerian loca l authori t ies an

they asked for specia l ists in train ing to he lp them improve the ski lls of thounsands o

who wanted to improve their l iving conditions and soc ia l statu s . The Ara

(2)30 , 000teachers and trainers were over

-Thefifth factor which he lped a great dea l in faci l iting the process of reintegr

the returnees was the avai labi lity of material and infrastructures left by th

The Algerian Government was vers fortunate to find in 1 9 62 constructe

factories
,
schools

,
machines and paved roads . Naturally ,

the ex istence o

infrastructures created excellent opportun ities for the Algerians to work and

earn money without borrowing or asking for internationa l assistance . Furthermor

re - uti lization of machines and exp loitation of lands left by the French did no

to the importation of any goods s ince there were sufficient goods produce

sixth factor which helped the government to overcome unemp loyment an

jobs for returnees was the vacuum left by the death of about one m i l l ion o

during the war of l iberat ion and the departure of about 20 ,000 Algerian

took the French s ide during the war of L iberation and automatica l ly left

Algeria and chosed to lived in exi le after 1 962 ( 3 )
. As we have ind icated earl ier

,
a

vacant pos itions , eithe ir because of death or ex ile were fi lled by the returnee

were interested in these vacant position

My judgement
,
those factors he lped the returnees to be re integrated in the

Algerian society . It seems ev ident that the Algerian Government did not have su

funds to generate and created jobs for 3 m i l lions disp laced persons an

returnees from outside A lgeria ,
but the richness of Algeria from oil

,
th

of the returnees which were given to them by the people who were lef

hard currenc ies rece ived from migrant workers , departure of one mi llion o

and the death of another one mi l lion of A lgerians in the war , have made

it easy for the returnees and disp laced persons to find jobs and feed their fami lle

my trip to the border of Tun isia where most of the former refugees l iv

me that a large of pourcentage of the returnees are sti l l living in deplorin

Their grievances stem from heavy handed bureaucracy ,
overcentralized

decision - making and widspread instances of corruption ,
mismanagement

, pric

In other words ,
it is the centra l government which determines the priori ties o

cia l stat i st ics of the French Government
,
there were 96 8 , 6 8 5 French repatria tedول

who le ft Algeria in 1 962 and never came back ,
see : Patrick Eveno and Jean Plan cha is , La Guerr

.d'Algérie,Alger: Laphomic 1 990 , p

.3 7 8.2(Eveno , Planchai s , op .

- cit .
,

(3)أكا@"
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p lanning , product ion and pric ing . The paysants feel that they have been reduced t

status of mere agricu ltura l labourers
"

a kind of rural proletariat in whic

and
"

pansants
"

had been stripped of their ecological and sociologica

(1)meanin

-THEROLE OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE REHABIL

OF THE RETURNEE

Algerian refugees in Tunis and Morocco were very lucky to receive the ai

29 governments and 6 5 internat ional organ izations . The total amount of aid wa

22 mi llions dol lars (2 )
. The 1 8 1

,
400 repatriated refugees ( 1 20 ,

000 from Tunisi

6 1 , 400 from Morocco) were also ab le to obtain 1
,
24 1

,
000 US Dol lars from th

after their return to A lgeria (up to December 1 962 ) (
3 )

. This aid inc lude

Dol lars given to the Algerian Government for the purpose of creatin

centers and medical un its in smal l vi l lages . Furthermore
,
the UNHC

in its reports that the aid was supposed to be given to the returnees fro

Algeria and to the displaced persons ins ide Algeria
(4 )

. This was also th

of the A lgerian Government which cons idered former refugees in Tunisia an

and disp laced persons ins ide Algeria a l ike and both of them were el igibl

for its ai

aps , it will be wise to mention the sources of aid which was channeled t

Algerian refugees in Tunis ia and Morocco up to 1 962 . According the reports o

the Un ited Nations , the aid came from

(5)7
,
487

,
624 U . S Dol lars

Donat ions by governments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
,
640

,
005 U . S Dol lar

Red Cross Organ izations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
,
8 72 ,

05 7 U . S Dol lar

Donations bv private organ izations . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ,
204

,
1 98 U . S Dollars

(6)SDollars

brief it can be said without hesitat ion that the internat ional assistance to th

returnees almost ceased to coure as soon as the war was over and Algeri

an independent state on Ju ly 5 , 1 962 . It was true that some internationa

like : The UNHCR
, Q uakers and CARE from the United States o

La L igue des Sociétés de la Croix Rouge, Red Cross,
a British organiz

sيالم
to continue g iving aid to the returnees even after war , but in va in , and th

perlons confirm this fact . What most of the peop le remember about th

a id in the post independence area is the American surp lus food and

the Arab teachers who came to teach in primary schoo ls and tra in adults in vocati

cen ter

.451.Lentis,op .

- c it
, p(()

.9.fugiés,New - Yo rk : 1 963 , pلم

31.fugiés,New - Yo rk: 1 964 , o

(.4(Ih id
,

I n c lud i n g 4
,
8 1 4

,
1 1 3 U . S do l l a rs donated by 3 2 gove rnmen ts and 2

,
6 7 3 ,

5 1 1 US do l lars g iven by privat
o rgan i zat ions

.9.s.New - York : 1 963 , n،لم/4لملم؟ر
1@
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As an eye
- w itness ind icated in his reports on May 1 5 , 1 962 when he was in th

of Bône inside Algeria :
"

there is nothing here for refugees ,
no homes ,

no job

perhaps only I imited we lcome . At the presen t , there is no indicat ion in an

that any efforts
,
any p lans are being made to ass ist them in repatriation in

Algeria
"

( 1 )
• In the judgement of Mr Brace who was a representat ive of an interna

,tionalorgan ization and his col league B i l l Hunt ington of the Amer ican Organ ization

-theQuakers , there was a great d is i l lusion in 1 962 because some A lgerian s and inte

organizations th ink in terms of
"

greatest need
"

and
"

new goals
"

but to

on at higher leve l s ( 2 )
. I l@س

evident for the representat ives of international organ izat ions in Septembe

that
"

there was no chance of success in our project unt il a stab le governmen

was set up
"

. They real ized that
"

the Algerian chi ldren fund turned to interim re l ie

food d istribut ion to the needy of Bône
,
and the sett ing of sewing ate l ier t

women how to make c loths and to produce c lothing wh ich was neede

by the poor of the c ities and the countrys ide
"

(3 )
. This gentleman wh

1participated in the process of he lping the returnees comp la ined in October

-aboutthe
"

inab i l ity of certain persons to give a difin ite reaction to proposa i s conce

the sewing center . 1 have just emerged from a period of furious fru strat ion

brought about by the fa ilure of some officia is to move even when they give every

-thingbut their kids as assurance . 1 fee l that this fai lure to act when act ion is benef

(4)
"

"cialwill remain a chron ic weakness for many moons

the Quakers and

were interested in the continuous programmes of refugees in Tun isia an

They wanted train ing schoo ls for sew ing , pub l ic hea lth ,
and education t

transfered from the fron t iers to Algeria . But the local authorities who wer

with the proj ects and sometimes they were rep laced by new ones
,
did flo

money to participate in financing the proj ects . The excuses used by loca

were that crucial dec is ions have had to be taken by the ir superiors . Furthe

there was no a c lear cut pol icy in th i s fie ld . That is why nobody was ready t

the risk of approving a programme un less it was endorsed by top offic iai

ought to be mentioned here is the fact the in ternationa l aid wh ich wa

most , was in cash but the a id provided by international organ izat ions was in

kind . This meant that even there were machines
,
equ ipments and raw material

funds to pay instructors and supervisors of the projectsول

-Therewas also another element wh ich made thing more comp l icated for inte

aid , that is the unwillingness ofmort contributors to a id ,
to continue givin

after the independence ofA lgeria . They were no longer generous as befor

the organ izations did not rece ive financ ial support any more . The genera

in 1 962 was that the independent state of A lgeria i s capab le of taking care o

persons who are no longer entit led to consider themse lves refugee

.207.1(Richard and Joan Brace
,
A lgerian Vo ices ,

New - York : D . van Nostrand Company ,
Inc .

,
1 9 6 5

,

2.2(Ib id,p)

.2 14.3(Ib id ,p)

.214.(1.4(Ib id)
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CONCLUSIO

Undoubtedly ,
the bloody conflict in Algeria from 1 9 54 to 1 962 had resulted i

death of more than one mi l lion human beings and four mi l lion displace

Fortunately for the Algerian refugees in Tunisia and Morocco
,
they were

well rece ived and helped by the two host countries and international organization

to the
"

Voice ofAlgeria
"

broadcasted from Radio Tun is and Radio Tange

Morocco , the A lgerian refugees , were able to learn about the conditions in thei

country . Obviously l ife in exi le was very difficult , but it was very p leasant for

most of returnees to coure back home , and to meet again with their neighbor

war of l iberation which lasted almost

years

,Perhaps,it is worth whi le to mention here the fact
,
that as a resu lt of the wa

returnees found it very difl'icult to stay together and work in rural areas lik

Some disp laced persons have moved to towns and some others remaine

they were forced to stay during the war of l iberation . In other words , member

one family were dispersed and everyone settled wherever he cou ld find a job o

with whom he could get a long very well . What ought to be stressed in thi

is that the massive departure of French settlers from farms in rural area

factorie s in big towns had induced the returnees to become interested in salaria

instead of seasonal work in agricultur

it was easy for the returnees to re - establish contacts with thei

back home
,
simp ly because there was no friction or différences between

the refugees and their fe llow country men who remained ins ide Algeria . Howeve

suffered from the lack of skills
,
regular aid for l iving and limited resource

the treasury of the state was empty and taxes were not collected in ver

way+س@ا
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